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THE PORTFOLIO – A TECHNOLOGICAL ASPECT OF THE EFFECTIVE UNIVERSITY EDUCATION OF 
FUTURE LANGUAGE TEACHERS 

Abstract. Introduction. It is a fact that in the last 
decade scholars have been looking for ways of updating 
the content and technological models of university peda-
gogical education. Among the priorities of higher education 
in Bulgaria related to the preparation of future teachers 
are fundamental characteristics such as pragmatism, 
activity, personal orientation, communicativeness, compe-
tence, reflexivity. In the theoretical and pragmatic contexts 
of the modern university educational paradigm, the text 
functions as a device for informing and implementing the 
educational process, as a tool for evaluation / feedback, 
as a subject of multiple research, as a goal / end result. 

Purpose. The study aims to specify the advantages 
of an active text-oriented approach when training future 
language teachers, related to the preparation and effec-
tive use of a portfolio by the learners. The aim of the study 
is to propose a model for development of different profes-
sional competences of the students-future teachers on the 
basis of the studied / analyzed attitude of the students to 
the problems of the portfolio (as a specific feedback); to 
analyze the functionality of the model. The objectives of 
the study are to present the prerequisites, the stages, the 
characteristics and the results of a theoretical, pragmatic 
model, used in practice for creating and using a portfolio 
by the students-future teachers. 

Methods. The methodology of the research includes 
conducting a survey (with 85 students at  Konstantin 
Preslavsky University of Shumen) and studying the re-
sults; theoretical analysis of scientific literature and nor-
mative educational documents in the context of the subject 
under consideration; developing and discussing training 
portfolio models offered by students; presenting and ana-
lyzing interactive learning practices with students at 

Shumen University; showing the positives of the adopted 
technological models of pedagogical university education. 

Results. The article presents and analyzes several 
types of activities in the trainee’s portfolio, in accordance 
with (conditionally defined) three stages: theoretical-
research, pragmatically-collecting, summarizing-
analyzing, respectively. The results are explicit – progress 
in the development of students’ skills for searching, se-
lecting and presenting information both on methodological 
issues and in the context of “self-presentation” to others,
of self-learning and further development; performed activi-
ties based on the motivation of the students to take re-
sponsibility for the prospects in the formation and devel-
opment of their professionalism as teachers.  

Originality. The study identifies the efficiency of 
technological models of university education, seeking 
alternatives for provoking students’ activity and creativity; 
for the development of key professional and personal 
competencies of pedagogues (reflexivity, evaluation and 
self-evaluation, motivation for self-development at person-
al and professional-pedagogical level). 

Conclusion. This research may be useful for univer-
sity lecturers who are looking for increasingly effective 
ways to actively involve students in their own education 
processes; to increase students’ motivation for achieve-
ments and efficiency with a view to acquiring and devel-
oping key competencies. 

Keywords: portfolio; student of Pedagogy; teacher; 
competence; motivation; reflexivity; self-development. 
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