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Abstract. Demchenko I. Civilization approach to the evolution of the views of society on disability
Introduction. The curren t stage o f  developm ent o f  Ukraine -  a  thorny w ay o f  estab lishm ent o f  

a dem ocratic sta te , the m ain objective o f  w hich is to create appropria te conditions f o r  the fu lln e ss  
v ita l activity  a n d  creative self-rea liza tion  o f  a ll segm ents o f  c ivil society, in w hich p eo p le  w ith  
disabilities n eed  a  com prehensive a ttention  a n d  care on the p a r t  o f  socia l institutions. In the h istory o f  
m ankind  is accum ula ted  a  g re a t d iversity  o f  view s o f  hum anistic  con ten t fo r  d isa b led  persons, that 
certifies certain leve l o f  civiliza tion  developm ent o f  separate countries, em pires, unions a n d  the 
in ternational com m unity as a  w hole.

Purpose o f  the article is an appea l to h istory o f  society  a n d  state attitude to p eo p le  w ith  
p ecu lia rities in p sychophysica l developm en t fro m  the standpo in t o f  c iv ilized  approach  tha t w ill make  
po ssib le  to iden tify  a n d  sum m arize the prerequ isites o f  becom ing  inclusive education  as a  socio­
p ed a g o g ica l p h en o m en a .

Results. O n the basis o f  analysis o f  reference, h istoric a n d  philosophica l, p sycho log ica l a n d  
p ed a g o g ica l literature is rev iew ed  the evolution  o f  the view s o f  society  a n d  the sta te fo r  perso n s w ith  
specialties o f  p sycho-p h ysica l developm ent o f  a  c iv ilized  approach  as the unity o f  the progressive  
p ro cess  o f  m ankind  developm ent, in w hich d istinguishes certain stages o f  cyclica l developm ent o f  
society: the p e r io d  o f  the estab lishm ent o f  society, the p e r io d  o f  m aturity  o f  society, industrial, 
p ostindustria l a n d  in form ational periods.

Conclusion. Thus, period iza tion  o f  the evolution  o f  view s o f  society  fo r  p erso n s w ith  fea tu res  
o f  p sycho-physica l developm ent o f  a  p o in t o f  view  o f  c iv ilized  approach the sub jec t o f  research  
in terest is n o t only one o f  som e asp ec t o f  hum an existence, ra ther the com bination o f  a ll fo rm s  o f  life 
activ ity  o f  a  certa in  society  -  m aterial, moral, ideological, cultural, po litica l, legal, religious, 
educational, developm enta l a n d  so on.

Key words: civiliza tion  approach; evo lu tion; inclusion; d isability; in tegra tion; evo lu tion;  
p eriod iza tion ; view s o f  society.
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Анотація. А кцент овано  на тому, щ о проблем а м ет о д о ло гії в загальном у м овознавст ві 
є  однією  з  клю чових проблем  да н о ї науки. Н аголош ено, щ о саме м ет оди  дослідж ення м ови  у  
вищ их навчальних закладах пост ійно зм іню ю т ься і вдосконалю ю т ься. Д оведено, щ о оскільки  
будь-яка галузь наукового пізнання повинна м ат и я к  о б ’єкт  і предм ет  вивчення, т ак і 
дослідницькі м ет оди, т о л інгв іст ика  прот ягом  іст о р ії свого р о зви т ку  ст ворю є власні, т обт о  
спеціальні мет оди, т ом у зм іна  на уко во ї парадигм и супроводж уєт ься відкрит т ям  нового  
м ет оду дослідж ення. Уст ановлено, щ о кож ен м ет од  вид іляє т акий аспект  м ови  я к  о б ’єкт  
дослідж ення, який  визначаєт ься найваж ливіш им  у  цій т ео р ії мови. Згрупуват и сучасні м ет оди  
дослідж ення м ови  є  важ ливим  ет апом  дослідж ення лінгвіст ики.

Ключові слова: сучасні м ет оди  дослідж ення; ет нограф ічний м ет од; к ількісний м ет од; 
якісний  м ет од; інт роспект ивні м ет оди  дослідж ення; м ет оди  ф орм алізації; вищ а ш кола; друга  
мова.

Introduction. Second language learning occurs all over the world for a variety of 
reasons such as immigration, the demands of commerce and science, and the requirements of 
education. Learning another language may be the most ubiquitous of human intellectual
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activities after the acquisition of the mother tongue. It is therefore not surprising that research 
in this field has become one of the exciting frontiers of cognitive science.

Problem statement. Throughout the history of learning another language many 
research projects and experiments have been carried out to shed light on how second 
languages are learned and used. In the 1950s when applied linguistics arrived on the scene as 
a formal discipline, it was a latecomer among the human sciences, such as anthropology, 
behavioural sciences, educational theory, psychology, sociology, and their numerous sub­
domains, such as the sociology of learning. Thus, applied linguistics and its attendant research 
into second language processes had the advantage (or disadvantage, depending on the point of 
view) of the scientific research paradigms and methods developed for the purposes of 
gathering knowledge in other human disciplines. Although at the present several research 
methodologies are widely employed in applied linguistics and second language learning, none 
is specifically unique or was specifically developed for language studies.

Analysis of recent researches. Applicability of a wide range of innovative 
contemporary methods has become a subject of investigation of many scientists both in 
Ukraine and abroad. The problems of research methods have been investigated by 
M. P. Kochergan, O. O. Selivanova, A. E. Kibrik, V. I. Karaban, A. P. R. Howatt, A. Mackey, 
S. M. Gass and others. Many good examples of these can be found in the famous book by 
Howatt A. P. R. (A History of English Language Teaching, Oxford University Press, 
1984/2004), who describes many studies conducted in the early 20th century on the teaching 
and learning of English in various parts of the world.

The purpose of the study is the investigation of the process of carrying out research in 
second language acquisition.

The objectives of the study are: to point out ethnographic methods of second language 
research; to characterize case study methods of research; to investigate qualitative and 
quantitative research designs; to describe classroom research; to examine descriptive research; 
to summarize and interpret the results of the research.

Research study description. Research is the formalization of natural processes we all 
carry out from birth in dealing with the environment. It involves curiosity about some 
phenomenon and the posing of testable questions about relationships among observed 
phenomena. Research differs from common sense because it is planned, systematic 
investigation. Its theories are testable and falsifiable and it attempts to study phenomena 
through careful description and identification, sometimes controlling and manipulating 
phenomena in order to study them in isolation.

Research concerns obtaining knowledge. Knowledge can come from four different 
sources: belief, authority, a priori hypotheses or theories, and empirical evidence. Scientific 
research is concerned with discovering knowledge from the last two sources [6, p. 85].

Because of the complexity of second language acquisition, it is not possible to 
investigate it from any single perspective. Research in second language varies according to 
the circumstances under which the research is conducted; the methodology used in the 
research; the tools used to study second language.

Circumstances vary firstly in relation to the context in which second language 
acquisition is taking place. Research on language acquisition taking place in natural 
environments will be different from that conducted in the classroom. Secondly, the 
circumstances will also vary depending on whether the language being learned is a second or 
a foreign language. Thirdly, they may vary according to the age and other characteristics of 
the learners.

There is no one preferred research approach for the study of all second language 
acquisition phenomena. Research methodologies may be determined by such factors as the 
philosophy of the researcher, the theory motivating the research, and objective factors such as
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the conditions under which the research is being conducted and the question being 
investigated.

Information on second language acquisition may be gathered through a variety of 
means such as observation, testing, interviews, and instrumentation. Here too, the manner in 
which data are gathered will vary.

The study of the phenomena associated with second language learning must necessarily 
be multifaceted and multidisciplinary, taking account of knowledge and research methodologies 
from areas such as linguistics, anthropology, psychology, sociology, education, and others. 
Each of these disciplines can contribute further insights into the phenomenology of second 
language acquisition. Furthermore, each of these areas provides the researcher with different 
perspectives, goals, and tools for studying the phenomena of second language learning. These 
different disciplines and the wide range of research methodologies represented in these areas 
can provide a more complete picture of second language acquisition.

Because of the complexity of second language acquisition itself and the variety of 
ways in which it may be studied, it would be useful to have a coherent and consistent set of 
characteristics with which to categorize the possible approaches, objectives, designs, and 
data-gathering methods used in this field. Each research method has a foundational basis in 
paradigmatic procedures and logical progression. The types of hypotheses researchers set out 
to test determines the data gathering tools and, therefore, the types of analysis that can be 
applied to particular data. For instance, Quantitative research methods are crucially distinct 
from Qualitative because quantitative data is very difficult to gather naturalistically [5, p. 24].

The means of data analysis fundamentally depends of the type of data gathering 
methods and the kinds of the data that are valued. For instance, while individuals’ personal 
histories and narratives can be valued in one domain of research, quantitative data may be 
believed more valid and generalizable in another. In many cases, the methods for collecting 
data can be combined, resulting in dual or triple approaches to research design. In some 
disciplines, such as psychology, experimental data is considered to be of great merit, and in 
anthropology, the data gathered in naturally occurring contexts is probably considered to have 
the highest credibility.

Numerous methods for data gathering and analysis have become recognized in social 
sciences and, by extension, in second language research. However, practically in all cases, the 
type of collected data determines the applicable methods of analysis. The qualitative data 
gathered from relatively large population samples in experiments or naturalistically can be 
analyzed numerically and/or statistically, but the information obtained in a small number of 
representative cases requires qualitative and/or interpretive analytical research procedures. 
Each has a number of advantages and disadvantages, and strengths and flaws, and each is 
strongly preferred or dispreferred by particular groups of or individual researchers in second 
language processes. There are, of course, exceptions among researchers, and it is possible to 
find those who conduct qualitative and quantitative studies but they are infrequent. In this 
regard, an individual’s belief in the validity and merits of particular research methods, the 
types of data considered to be representative and analyzable, and the methods of by which the 
data can be analyzed can be a matter of religion.

For this reason, the methods employed in second language research necessarily draw 
on those that had already been designed, established, and refined elsewhere among other data- 
driven disciplines. In the research in social and behavioral sciences, all methods of empirical 
data gathering and, by outcome, all collected data is social in nature and fundamentally 
depends on the processes and methods by which it is gathered, interpreted, and used. The 
canonical methods of data gathering find a large number of classifications, depending on the 
disciplines where they were designed and developed [9, p. 105-106]. For example, the 
methods commonly called ethnography and participant observation were originally created in
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anthropology, survey-based and experimental research have long served the needs of 
psychology and the social sciences, and archival research methods have benefited history and 
political science.

Each research method has a foundational basis in paradigmatic procedures and logical 
progression. The types of hypotheses researchers set out to test determines the data gathering 
tools and, therefore, the types of analysis that can be applied to particular data. For instance, 
Quantitative research methods are crucially distinct from Qualitative because quantitative data 
is very difficult to gather naturalistically.

The means of data analysis fundamentally depends of the type of data gathering 
methods and the kinds of the data that are valued. For instance, while individuals’ personal 
histories and narratives can be valued in one domain of research, quantitative data may be 
believed more valid and generalizable in another. In many cases, the methods for collecting 
data can be combined, resulting in dual or triple approaches to research design. In some 
disciplines, such as psychology, experimental data is considered to be of great merit, and in 
anthropology, the data gathered in naturally occurring contexts is probably considered to have 
the highest credibility.

Numerous methods for data gathering and analysis have become recognized in social 
sciences and, by extension, in second language research. However, practically in all cases, the 
type of collected data determines the applicable methods of analysis. The qualitative data 
gathered from relatively large population samples in experiments or naturalistically can be 
analyzed numerically and/or statistically, but the information obtained in a small number of 
representative cases requires qualitative and/or interpretive analytical research procedures. 
Each has a number of advantages and disadvantages, and strengths and flaws, and each is 
strongly preferred or dispreferred by particular groups of or individual researchers in second 
language processes. There are, of course, exceptions among researchers, and it is possible to 
find those who conduct qualitative and quantitative studies but they are infrequent. In this 
regard, an individual's belief in the validity and merits of particular research methods, the 
types of data considered to be representative and analyzable, and the methods of by which the 
data can be analyzed can be a matter of religion [9, p. 119].

Hence, we should consider the prevalent methods in second language research. 
Although Ethnographic/Qualitative and Case Study research methods and Quantitative 
research methods draw on the classical and fundamental research paradigms, others, such as 
Classroom and Action research, represent adaptations of these methods to narrow and specific 
contexts of second language teaching.

Ethnographies typically focus on small societies or small bounded units (e.g., a town) 
within broader social units. Therefore, although not all case studies arc ethnographic or even 
qualitative, all ethnographic research involves case study. Because of the particularity of case 
study, ethnographers disagree on the extent to which it is feasible or desirable to generalize 
from ethnographic findings [3, p. 189]. Although some ethnographers resist codification of 
their procedures, it can be said that the hallmark of «classical» ethnographic methodology is 
participant observation. This traditionally has meant residing or spending considerable lengths 
of time interacting with people in everyday naturalistic settings, observing and recording their 
activities in extensive field notes, and interviewing and conversing with them to learn their 
perspectives, attitudes, beliefs, and values.

A major portion of the participant observer’s work is to generate a descriptive corpus 
of field notes as a contemporaneous record of events and experiences as they unfold. Data are 
ideally gathered from most participants -  or «informants’» -  in the setting, but may be chosen 
with random samples or based on individuals’ particular knowledge, skills, and insights. Key 
informants work most closely with the ethnographer. Ethnographers typically conduct 
informal interviews with informants in the setting entailing open-ended questions that evolve
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in situ. More formal interviews, consisting of a schedule of questions, may be conducted as 
the research continues. Often formal interviews arc audio-recorded and transcribed. 
Ethnography may incorporate other field methods including life histories, narrative analysis, 
photography and videotape, archaeological data, written documents, or other data 
documenting historical trends, and surveys. Some include studies of natural language infield 
methods [4, p. 202].

Another distinctive feature of ethnographic work is comparison across multiple data 
sources, commonly known as «triangulation». Although varying by researchers’ underlying 
epistemological stance and training, data analysis tends to be distinguished by an inductive 
process initiated in the course of data collection. Data are ultimately organized into patterns, 
categories, or themes that arc compared against negative or disconfirming data and, thus, 
evolve as data collection proceeds. Often this process entails uncovering the implicit 
«common-sense» socio-cultural knowledge, beliefs, and practices of participants. In later 
stages of analysis and writing, meaning is attached to the data by theorizing the meaning of 
and relationships among categories.

Both qualitative and descriptive researches are concerned with providing descriptions 
of phenomena that occur naturally, without the intervention of an experiment or an artificially 
contrived treatment. While it is true that both types of research are concerned with 
description, they approach research from different perspectives.

Qualitative research is heuristic and not deductive since few, if any, decisions 
regarding research questions or data are made before the research begins. In addition, 
ethnographic methodologies such as cognitive anthropology, ethnography of communication, 
constitutive ethnography, and others require that the research have a synthetic/holistic 
perspective of the research area or question in order to gather as much information as possible 
and to avoid any manipulation or interference in the research context. Some forms of 
qualitative research narrow the focus of the research scope as the research progresses, but this 
is viewed as an organic development dictated by the research in progress and not by a 
predetermined focus or hypothesis.

Descriptive research can be heuristic or deductive. While technically, qualitative 
research is also concerned with description, descriptive research as a type or category of 
research refers to investigation, which utilizes already existing data or non-experimental 
research with a preconceived hypothesis. A descriptive study might describe an aspect of 
second language acquisition from a more synthetic perspective or might focus on the 
description of a specific constituent of the process, such as on the acquisition of a particular 
language structure or on one particular language learning behavior to the exclusion of others. 
That is, in a descriptive study the researchers begin with general questions in mind about the 
phenomenon they are studying or with more specific questions and with a specific focus. 
Because the questions are decided in advance, the research only focuses on certain aspects of 
the possible data available in the language learning context being described [8, p. 307].

It has been claimed by some research methodologists that descriptive research may be 
distinguished from qualitative research by the kind of data analysis that is carried out. That is, 
descriptive research will be quantitative while qualitative research is not. This distinction is 
certainly not true for language acquisition qualitative research in which both qualitative and 
quantitative elements may be present. Quantification of data takes place in qualitative 
research only after data of a general nature have been collected and perhaps categorized. A 
classic example of a combination of approaches is found in Brown in which many procedures 
typically found in qualitative research, such as observation, tape recording, and manual 
transcription were used. The data were then analyzed first qualitatively and then quantitatively 
in terms of frequency orders and the mean length of utterances. Brown’s study of three 
children later formed the basis for several studies on the acquisition of grammatical
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morphemes by adult and child second language learners. [2, p. 135] A descriptive case study 
might provide an in-depth linguistic analysis of the development of some aspect of 
grammatical ability with a second language learner, while an ethnographic study might 
provide quantitative analysis in the form of frequency of occurrence of an observed second 
language phenomenon.

The essential difference between descriptive and experimental research is that 
descriptive research can be either synthetic or analytic in its approach to the second language 
phenomena being studied, while experimental research must be analytic. In addition, 
descriptive research may be conducted for heuristic reasons, for example, to find out more 
about a particular second language phenomenon, or to attempt to test an a-priori hypothesis. 
Both types of research can be hypothesis-driven, in that the researcher starts out with a theory 
or a specific research question [7, p. 318].

An equally important distinction between descriptive and experimental research is that 
in descriptive research no manipulation of naturally occurring phenomena occurs, while in 
experimental research, manipulation and control become important measures of both internal 
and external validity. Correlation and multivariate analysis, while technically not research 
methodologies so much as different ways of manipulating data, allow us to «research» 
different configurations or combinations of second language data and may be considered 
forms of descriptive research since they deal with already existing data.

Qualitative methods originally developed from the methodologies of field anthropologists 
and sociologists concerned with studying human behavior within the context in which that 
behavior would occur naturally and in which the role of the researcher would not affect the 
normal behavior of the subjects. These methods attempted to present the data from the perspective 
of the subjects or observed groups, so that the cultural and intellectual biases of the researcher did 
not distort the collection, interpretation, or presentation of the data. When ethnographic methods 
were developed, anthropologists and sociologists were concerned primarily with describing 
observable behaviors and activities within their natural context and describing these in their 
entirety from beginning to end. They avoided describing only certain selected aspects of behavior 
because the act of selection would be considered a distortion of nature. Unlike descriptive 
research, qualitative research avoids establishing research questions or hypotheses, or identifying, 
a priori, any variable, which will become the focus of the research.

The case study approach is used where the investigator is interested in describing 
some aspect of the second language performance or development of one or more subjects as 
individuals, because it is believed that individual performance will be more revealing than 
studying large groups of subjects. If, for example, we are interested in tracing in detail the 
development of a particular subset of linguistic forms for a learner, the case study approach is 
more likely to provide an in-depth and detailed description of how these forms develop in 
individuals. Since we know that each individual may have their own idiosyncratic pathway to 
developing language competence, case studies are also able to show how the development of 
individual language acquirers may be different from that described for groups [4, p. 76].

Studies which utilize groups of subjects may be used in both descriptive and 
experimental research. The important difference is that in descriptive work, the groups are 
already formed or exist in natural contexts while in experimental research, these groups are 
carefully structured or selected so that they can be said to represent the general population of 
second language learners.

To take an example of the use of group studies in descriptive research, a researcher 
may be interested in describing the various types of motivation found in a second language 
learner group in order to see if it is related to achievement. Gathering the data for this study 
could be accomplished in a number of ways: surveys, questionnaires, interviews, and so on. 
Because the research begins with a particular focus or hypothesis, the scope of the data which
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are gathered is limited. On the other hand, in qualitative research, the kind of data gathered 
would be less focused because the goals of the research are less defined.

Cases are specific persons, places, or events that are interesting and worthy of 
intensive study. The case is a real-life entity that operates in a specific time and place. 
Whether or not the contextual boundaries can be easily drawn, case study is contextual study, 
unfolding over time and in real settings. Often the phenomena of interest become visible as 
the case study proceeds; surprising facts come to light and demand attention.

Case studies have often been regarded as somewhat marginal compared to more 
experimentally controlled types of study. The methods named «case studies» has played a 
crucial role in shaping our field, and that their importance as ways of doing research is likely to 
increase over the near term, as the importance of contextual analysis is realized more and more.

Action research is simply a form of self-reflective enquiry undertaken by participants 
in order to improve the rationality and jus Lice of their own practices, their understanding of 
these practices and the situations in which the practices are carried out [1, p. 82]. Thus, other 
central characteristics of action research are the enhancement of practice, the development of 
new theoretical understandings, and the introduction of change into the social enterprise. 
Although not exactly new, action research is still emerging as a branch of research in 
education generally and is now gaining growing currency in the field of English Language 
teaching, its scope, however, extends well beyond these fields to industry, health, and 
community settings.

Conclusion. The methods employed in second language research necessarily draw 
on those that had already been designed, established, and refined elsewhere among other 
data-driven disciplines. The case study approach is used where the investigator is 
interested in describing some aspect of the second language performance or development 
of one or more subjects as individuals. Both qualitative and descriptive researches are 
concerned with providing descriptions of phenomena that occur naturally, without the 
intervention of an experiment or an artificially contrived treatment. We should consider 
the prevalent methods in second language research. Although Ethnographic/Qualitative 
and Case Study research methods and Quantitative research methods draw on the classical 
and fundamental research paradigms, others, such as Classroom and Action research, 
represent adaptations of these methods to narrow and specific contexts of second language 
teaching. Then it is critical to find out the ways to implement innovative research methods 
of the second language acquisition.

Future areas of research. The findings of this study would be relevant to 
teachers, students, university administrations, and Ministry of Education. Effective 
innovative teaching methods improve the performance and learning of university students. 
The future areas of research should be focused on the ways of improvement the discourse 
between instructors and university administrations concerning application the effective 
research methods in the high school.
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Introduction. N ow adays second  language learn ing  occurs a ll over the w o rld  f o r  a  variety  o f  
reasons such as im m igration, the dem ands o f  com m erce a n d  science, a n d  the requirem ents o f  
education. Learn ing  ano ther language m ay be the m ost ubiquitous o f  hum an in tellectua l activities 
a fter the acquisition  o f  the m other tongue. I t  is therefore n o t surprising  that research  in this f ie ld  has  
becom e one o f  the exciting  fro n tie rs  o f  cognitive science.

Purpose. The purpose o f  this study is the investigation  o f  the process o f  carry ing  ou t research  
in second  language acquisition.

Methods. M ix e d  m ethodology w as ap p lied  f o r  the study. We have u sed  the m ethods o f  studying  
a n d  analysis o f  theoretica l literature a n d  practica l m anuals on the prob lem ; the m ethods o f  
observation  a n d  descrip tion; in trospective m ethods, the heuristic  approach, the m ethods o f  
fo rm aliza tion , argum entation  a n d  verification.

Results. The fin d in g s  revea led  that f o r  taking an exam ple o f  the use o f  group  studies in 
descrip tive research, a  researcher m ay be in terested  in describ ing  the various types o f  m otivation  
fo u n d  in a  seco n d  language learner g roup  in order to see i f  it is re la ted  to achievem ent. Q ualitative  
m ethods orig inally d eveloped  fro m  the m ethodologies o f  f i e ld  an thropologists a n d  sociologists  
concerned  w ith  s tudying  hum an behavior w ithin the con tex t in w hich that behavior w o u ld  occur 
natura lly  a n d  in w hich the role o f  the researcher w o u ld  n o t a ffec t the norm al behavior o f  the subjects. 
These m ethods a ttem p ted  to p re se n t the data  fro m  the perspective  o f  the subjects or observed  groups. 
distinctive fea tu re  o f  e thnographic w o rk  is com parison across m ultip le da ta  sources, com m only know n  
as «triangulation». A lthough  varying  by researchers ' underlying  epistem ologica l stance a n d  training, 
data  analysis tends to be d istingu ished  by an inductive p ro cess  in itia ted  in the course o f  data  
collection. The essen tia l d ifference betw een descrip tive a n d  experim enta l research is that descriptive  
research can be either synthetic  or analytic in its approach to the second  language ph en o m en a  being  
studied, w hile experim enta l research m ust be analytic.

Originality. Thus, m ost o f  the research studies investiga ting  the application  o f  action  
research, case-study research; e thnographic research m ethods fo c u s  on the advantages o f  their use. 
Students ’ reaction  to this m ethods a n d  stra teg ies is the im portan t fe e d b a c k  on w ha t they p erce ive  to be 
m ore effective f o r  them. Besides, w hether or n o t the contextual boundaries can be easily  drawn, case 
study is contextual study, unfo ld ing  over time a n d  in rea l settings. O ften the ph en o m en a  o f  in terest 
becom e visible as the case s tudy proceeds; surprising  fa c ts  com e to ligh t a n d  dem and  attention.

Conclusion. The m ethods em p lo yed  in sec o n d  language research  necessa rily  draw  on those 
tha t h a d  a lready been designed, established, a n d  re fin ed  elsew here am ong  o th er  d a ta -driven  
discip lines. The case stu d y  approach  is u sed  w here the investig a to r  is in terested  in describ in g  som e  
a sp ec t o f  the seco n d  language p erfo rm a n ce  or d eve lo p m en t o f  one or m ore sub jects as individuals. 
B oth  qua lita tive  a n d  descrip tive  researches are co n cern ed  w ith  p ro v id in g  descrip tions o f  
p h en o m en a  th a t occur naturally , w ith o u t the in terven tion  o f  an  exp erim en t or an artific ia lly  
co n tr ived  treatm ent. We sh o u ld  consider the p re v a le n t m ethods in seco n d  language research. 
A lth o u g h  E thnograph ic  /Q ua lita tive  a n d  C ase S tudy  research  m ethods a n d  Q uantita tive  research  
m ethods draw  on the c la ssica l a n d  fu n d a m e n ta l research  parad igm s, others, such  as C lassroom  a n d  
A ctio n  research, represen t adap ta tions o f  these m ethods to narrow  a n d  specific  con tex ts o f  seco n d  
language teaching. Then it  is c r itica l to f in d  o u t the w ays to im p lem en t innova tive  research  m ethods  
o f  the sec o n d  language acquisition .

Key words: contem porary m ethods o f  research; e thnographic m ethod; quantita tive m ethod; 
qualitative m ethod; in trospective m ethods o f  research; the m ethods o f  form a liza tion ; h igh school; 
second  language.
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