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Results. In the framework of our research, the mechanism of formation of value orientations 
offuture specialists of creative specialties, namely designers, sculptors, painters, musicians, etc., is of 
particular interest. An important link in the formation of a future specialist in the field of culture and 
art is the formation of its value orientations, an important component in the structure of the individual, 
since the essence of their profession is directly related to the activity, whose results are certain 
changes in the objective environment of a person, and, in general, in the environment her residence

While studying in high school students develop a certain hierarchy of values, which defines 
the orientation of the individual's attitude of life and influences the awareness of the importance and 
content of the future profession.

Conclusion. Valuable pedagogical interaction, based on dialogue, provides an indispensable 
incentive for self-development for all participants in the educational process in higher education 
where understanding of values is the result of continuous development and improvement of their 
personal qualities.
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HISTORICAL PECULIARITIES OF DEVELOPMETN OF INFORMAL ADULT
EDUCATION IN THE USA

Анотація. Виокремлено основні чинники політичного, економічного, соціального і 
культурного характеру розвитку неформальної освіти дорослих у Сполучених Штатах 
Америки. Здійснено компаративний аналіз періодизацій розвитку неформальної освіти 
дорослих, що були запропоновані дослідниками різних наукових шкіл. Досліджено дефініцію 
«неформальна освіта дорослих». Окреслено особливості розвитку неформальної освіти 
дорослих у США в першій половині ХІХ століття.

Ключові слова: освіта дорослих; неформальна освіта дорослих; США; періодизація; 
чинник; Національна Асоціація Університетів; перша світові війна, бібліотека; Американська 
Асоціація Освіти Дорослих.

Introduction. Informal education in the USA has a long history that determines 
necessity of its historical analysis, for it is difficult to understand modern level of its 
development and determine its future development. Dialectics as a method of cognition, 
historical principle supply us with opportunity to study subject of research taking into 
account many points of view in its development, which is predetermined by external and 
internal factors, that in turn helps to identify its traits and links taking into account 
peculiarities of a certain stage.

Analysis of the latest research works. Conducted analysis of modern 
sociological and pedagogical sources testifies that the process of development of 
informal adult education in the USA was worked out by many scientists. Peculiarities of 
informal adult education development were disclosed in works of R. Hiemstra,
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M . K n o w ls , J. M o r il, T. S tich t, J. T erner. F a c to rs  o f  in fo rm a l e d u c a tio n  d e v e lo p m e n t  
w e r e  s in g le d  o u t in  w o r k s  o f  M . K artr igh t, A . L in m a n , G . S tu b lfild . B u t th ere  are n o  
s c ie n t if ic  w o r k s , w h ic h  are d e v o te d  h is to r ica l p e c u lia r it ie s  o f  in fo r m a l a d u lt e d u ca tio n  
d e v e lo p m e n t  in  th e  U S A .

Purpose. T he aim  o f  our article is  to  trace h istorica l p ecu liarities o f  in form al adult 
ed u cation  d ev e lo p m en t in  th e U S A . T he m ain  a ssign m en ts o f  th e article are to  s in g le  out 
p o litica l, eco n o m ic , soc ia l factors o f  in form al adult ed u cation  d ev e lo p m en t in  th e U S A ; m ake  
com parative an a lysis  o f  p eriod iza tion s o f  inform al adult ed u cation  d evelop m en t; characterize  
inform al adult ed u cation  d ev e lo p m en t in  th e first h a lf  o f  the X IX  century.

Results. R etro sp ectiv e  an a ly sis  o f  adult ed u cation  g iv e s  u s p o ss ib ilit ie s  to  m ak e a 
co n c lu sio n  that th e term  adult ed u cation  appeared in  1924. B e fo r e  th is  p eriod  m an y form s o f  
adult ed u cation  ex isted , but th ey  w ere  n ot system atized . B u t their ex iste n c e  co in c id ed  w ith  
d em ands o f  th o se  tim es  and n eed s o f  so c ie ty  and g a v e  p o ss ib ilit ie s  for adult ed u cation  
d evelop m en t. L au n ch in g  o f  th e first printed w ork s, spread o f  m a ss m ed ia  in flu en ced  adult 
ed u cation  greatly , for it stim ulated  adults to  g et education . For exam p le , on e new sp aper  
appeared in  1690 , w h ile  in  1782  ten  n ew sp ap ers w ere  released . O p en in g  o f  libraries w a s a 
great im p u lse  for adult ed u cation  d ev e lo p m en t [1 ].

G. S tu b lfie ld  u nd erlin ed  im portance o f  c o f fe e  h o u ses  in  ports, as first estab lish m en ts  
o f  adult education , for p eo p le  had opportunity  to  listen  to  stories o f  sa ilors, com m u n icate, and 
learn n ew s, read n ew spapers.

Puritan church p la id  im portant ro le in  adult ed u cation  d evelo p m en t, w h ich  w a s  
in terested  in  literal p eop le , w h o  w ere ab le to  read B ib le , for th is reason  it stim ulated  p eo p le  to  
g et ed u cation  and op en  church sch o o ls . W e th ink  that im portant factor o f  adult ed u cation  
d ev elo p m en t w a s en actm en t o f  M assach u setts  la w  in  1647 , accord in g  to  w h ich  every  
settlem en t that had fifty  h o u ses m u st h a v e  a teach er and p ay  h im  salary. It prom oted  adult 
literacy  m otiva ted  th em  to  g e t education .

S c ien tific  an a ly sis  te s tif ie s  that d ev e lo p m en t o f  in form al adult ed u cation  in  th e U S A  is  
con n ected  w ith  creation  o f  c iv il com m u n ities. T he first com m u n ity  w a s created  b y  
B . Franklin. T he m em b ers o f  th is  com m u n ity  gathered  in  ca fé  to  g e t additional education . 
T his com m u n ity  ex isted  for thirty years and su p p lied  others w ith  exam p le. B e s id e s  th is  
com m u n ity  had library, w h ich  cou ld  b e  used .

In th e tim es  o f  w ar, im portant d ec is io n  w a s m ad e -  to  g iv e  report in  w ritten  form  and  
it m eant that so ld iers and sa ilors m u st learn b a sic s  o f  literacy. It w a s  th e fu n ction  o f  teach ers  
and prayers [2 ].

Im portant ev en t in  adult ed u cation  d ev e lo p m en t w a s th e  end o f  th e w ar for  
in d ep en d en ce (1 7 8 4 ). M . K n o w ls  w rote  that y o u n g  A m erican  republic u nd erstood  im portance  
and n ece ss ity  o f  adult ed u cation  d ev e lo p m en t tak in g  in to  accou n t n ece ss ity  o f  con vertin g  
A m erican  p eo p le  into activ e  c itizen s.

N e w  educational estab lish m en ts, c iv il a ssoc ia tio n s, agrarian and sc ien tific  circ les, 
clubs, libraries w ere  fou n d ed  at that tim e, w h ich  broaden  a cc ess  to  ed u cation  and se lf­
education . M u seu m s, that p rop ose d ifferen t exh ib itio n s, b eco m e  a n ew  form  and p lace  o f  
gettin g  k n o w le d g e  b y  adult C lu b s and c o ffe e  h o u ses  are op en ed .

N ation a l program  o f  adult education , w h ich  w a s nam ed  A m erican  ly ceu m  p lays  
im portant ro le  in  adult ed u cation  d evelop m en t. 3 0 0 0  A m erican  ly ceu m s w ere op en ed  b efore  
1838. T he m ain  m erits o f  th is program  are op en in g  o f  free sch o o ls , libraries and m u seu m s, 
con d u ctin g  o f  lecture -  d isc u ss io n  for m em bers. T he program  w a s en d ed  in  1845 , but such  
form  as lec tu re-d iscu ssio n  w a s a c tiv e ly  ap plied  in  c iv il m o vem en ts.

Shutter U n iv ersity  b eca m e an im portant e lem en t o f  adult inform al ed u cation  in  the 
U S A . It w a s  created  in  18 7 4  as su m m er sch o o l for teach ers o f  Sunday sch o o l, but b eca m e an 
adult ed u cation  estab lishm en t. It p rop osed  n ot o n ly  c o lle g e  education , but p o ss ib ility  to  attend
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u n iversity  cou rses to  learn about u n iversity  research w ork. E xtra-m ural ed u cation  at 
u n iversity  prom oted  d ev e lo p m en t o f  adult education . M . K n o w le s  th ou gh t that extra-m ural 
sch o o ls  su pp lied  adults w ith  opportunity  to  g e t  ed u cation  in  com p arison  w ith  other  
educational estab lishm en ts.

J. Terner and J. M oril organ ized  m o v e m en t for a cc ess  to  education . In 1850  J. Terner  
p rop osed  la w  that g a v e  every  m em b er o f  so c ie ty  right to  g e t education . In 1862  M orril’s la w  
w a s en acted , accord in g  to  w h ich  land w a s granted to  states to  p rom ote d ev e lo p m en t o f  la n d ­
granted c o lleg e s . It prom oted  adult ed u cation  d evelop m en t.

S m ith -L ev er  la w  prom oted  spread o f  in form ation  about n e w  a ch iev em en ts  in sc ien ce , 
agriculture and e c o n o m ic s  am on g  adults. A t th e end o f  th e X IX  century su m m er sch o o ls  w ere  
created  to  p rom ote adult ed u cation  d evelop m en t. N o w a d a y s th ey  fu n ction  as recreational 
sum m er centers on  th e banks o f  rivers.

E stab lish m en t o f  d ifferen t a sso c ia tio n s , w h ich  u n ited  p eo p le  accord in g  to  d ifferent  
p ro fe ssio n s  (a sso c ia tio n  o f  d octors, a sso c ia tio n  o f  m e ch a n ics , a sso c ia tio n  o f  teach ers, 
a sso c ia tio n  o f  librarians) and co m m o n  interests (a sso c ia tio n  o f  h o u seh o ld , a sso c ia tio n  o f  
b o o k lo v er s , a ssoc ia tio n  o f  health y  life  s ty le ) b eca m e an im portant factor o f  adult education  
d ev elo p m en t at th e end o f  th e X IX  -  b eg in n in g  o f  th e X X  century. S cien tists  adhere to  the  
p ositio n  that m o st adult ed u cation  a sso c ia tio n s w ere  created  at that tim e.

Im portant factor o f  adult ed u cation  d ev e lo p m en t w a s estab lish m en t o f  N ation a l 
A sso c ia tio n  o f  U n iv ersities , w h ich  at that tim e w a s an im portant e lem en t o f  cou n try’s 
educational system  [3].

A n a ly s is  o f  sc ien tific  literature te s tif ie s  that sc ien tists  p rop ose d ifferent approaches to  
d ev elo p m en t o f  adult ed u cation  in  th e U S A .

T. S ch tich t s in g le s  ou t p er io d s  o f  ad u lt ed u ca tio n  d e v e lo p m e n t ta k in g  in to  a cco u n t  
so c ia l, e c o n o m ic  and h isto r ica l e v e n ts  that to o k  p la c e  in  th e  U S A . T h e fir s t p er io d  is  a 
co lo n ia l and fo u n d a tio n  o f  a n e w  re p u b lic  ( 1 6 0 0 - 1 7 9 9 ) ,  th e  se c o n d  p er io d  ( 1 8 0 0 - 1 8 9 9 )  
in c lu d e s  p re -c iv il w a r  yea rs, c iv i l  w ar yea rs and a fter c iv il w ar years, th e  th ird  p eriod  
( 1 9 0 0 - 2 0 0 0 )  sc ie n tis ts  d eterm in es  as d e v e lo p m e n t o f  ad u lt ed u ca tio n  and litera cy . W e  
th in k  th at th is  p er io d iza tio n  is  rather g en era l, fo r  it in c lu d e s  lo n g  p er io d s  and d o e s n ’t 
d eterm in e  e v e n ts  w h ic h  in f lu e n c e d  ad u lt ed u ca tio n  d ev e lo p m en t, c h r o n o lo g ic a l b ord ers o f  
p erio d s are n o t proved .

R . H iem stra  u se s  the sim ilar approach, but h e s in g le s  out im portant h istorical even ts, 
that in flu en ced  d ev e lo p m en t o f  adult education . F or exa m p le  fou n d ation  o f  libraries, ly ceu m s, 
u n iversities, sc ien tific  c irc les, en actm en t o f  law s, fou n d ation  o f  organ izations.

N . B iryu k ova  adheres to  the p oin t o f  v ie w  that h istorica l, p o litica l, soc ia l and cultural 
factors predeterm ined  d ev e lo p m en t o f  adult education . S he s in g le s  out period s o f  adult 
ed u cation  d ev e lo p m en t tak in g  in to  accou n t th e fo llo w in g  ev en ts: creation  o f  th e first c o lle g e s  
and u n iv ersities  (H arvard, Y a le , D ortm und, and q u een s), d ev e lo p m en t o f  republic, 
d ev elo p m en t o f  T. Jefferson  id eas o f  c iv il education . B u t sc ien tist in v estig a tes  d ev e lo p m en t o f  
adult ed u cation  n ot su ffic ien tly .

N . G oruk p rop osed  p eriod iza tion  o f  w o m e n ’s ed u cation  d ev e lo p m en t in  the U S A  
tak ing  in to  accou n t th eoretica l in v estig a tio n  in  the fie ld  o f  adult education . S c ien tist s in g le s  
out fou r periods: th e first p eriod  is  (1 9 2 0 -1 9 5 0 ) ,  w h ich  is  lim ited  b y  th e fu n ctio n in g  o f  
w o m e n ’s clubs; the seco n d  period  (1 9 6 0 - 1 9 7 0 )  is  predeterm ined  b y  th e d ev e lo p m en t o f  
fem in ist m o v em en t and w o m e n ’s organ izations; th e third p eriod  ( 1 9 7 0 - 1 9 8 0 )  is  characterized  
b y  th e appearance o f  centers o f  fem in ist studies; th e fourth period  (1 9 9 0  -  X X I  century) is  
characterized  b y  th e in crease  o f  inform al w o m e n ’s program s.

M . K n o w le s  p rop osed  p eriod ization  o f  adult ed u cation  d evelop m en t. H e  stressed  that 
ed u cation  starts w ith  appearance o f  th e first inhabitants in  th e n e w  w orld , w h en  th e first 
inhabitants started to  u se  exp er ien ce  o f  Indians. M . K n o w le s  s in g le s  out co lo n ia l period
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(b efore  1864); p eriod  from  1865 to  1914 , w h ich  is  characterized  b y  th e m o v em en t o f  
inhabitants for c iv il rights, creation  o f  a ssocia tion s; after the first w orld  w ar p eriod  -  period  
o f  m odern  adult education .

O ur s c ie n t if ic  a n a ly s is  g iv e s  u s  p o s s ib i l it ie s  to  sta te  th at th e  m o s t  w id e ly  sp read  
p e r io d iz a tio n  o f  ad u lt ed u c a tio n  d e v e lo p m e n t  w a s  p ro p o sed  b y  G . S ta b lf ild  and  P. K in . 
S c ie n t is ts  s in g le d  o u t fo u r  p e r io d s  in  ad u lt e d u c a tio n  d e v e lo p m e n t: c o lo n ia l p er io d  
( 1 6 0 7 - 1 7 8 3 )  lo w e r  c h r o n o lo g ic a l b ord er  o f  w h ic h  is  c o n n e c te d  w ith  a p p ea ra n ce  o f  
im m ig ra n ts  in  th e  n e w  w o r ld  and u p p er  -  w ith  th e  en d  o f  th e  w a r  fo r  in d e p e n d e n c e  o f  
th e  U S A ; p er io d  o f  r e p u b lic  fo r m a tio n  ( 1 7 8 4 - 1 8 6 5 )  lo w e r  c h r o n o lo g ic a l b ord er  o f  
w h ic h  c o in c id e s  w ith  a fter w a r  p er io d  and u p p er  w ith  th e  en d  o f  th e  c iv i l  w ar; p er io d  o f  
e c o n o m ic  m o d e r n iz a tio n  ( 1 8 6 6 - 1 9 1 8 ) ,  w h ic h  in c lu d e s  p er io d  o f  th e  en d  o f  th e  c iv i l  w ar  
and th e  fir s t W o r ld  W ar; p er io d  o f  c r is is  and  e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t  ( 1 9 1 9 - 1 9 4 5 ) ,  
w h ic h  in c lu d e s  p er io d  b e tw e e n  th e  en d  o f  th e  fir s t and  th e  se c o n d  w o r ld  w ar; era o f  
ad u lt ed u ca tio n  ( 1 9 4 6 - 1 9 8 0 ) .

U p p er  c h r o n o lo g ic a l b ord er is  c o n n e c te d  w ith  o f f ic ia l  in c lu s io n  o f  c o n c e p t « a d u lt  
e d u c a tio n »  in  th eo r y  an d  p ra c tic e  o f  ed u ca tio n , e s ta b lish m e n t o f  A m e r ic a n  a s so  c ia tio n  
fo r  A d u lt  E d u c a tio n  and b e g in n in g  o f  s in g lin g  o u t o f  ad u lt ed u ca tio n  in  a b ran ch  o f  
s c ie n c e . 1 9 2 4 - 1 9 4 5  structural c h a n g e s  in  in fo rm a l a d u lt ed u c a tio n  to o k  p la c e . L o w e r  
c h r o n o lo g ic a l b o rd er  is  c o n n e c te d  w ith  th e  en d  o f  th e  S e c o n d  W o r ld  W ar and e n a c tm e n t  
o f  G .I. B i l l  in  1 9 4 4 . M . K n o w ls  s ta te s  th a t d if f ic u lt  t im e  a fter th e  F irst W o r ld  W ar, 
P ro sp er ity  e p o c h , ten  y ea r s  o f  d e p r e ss io n  b e c a m e  k e y  fa c to rs  o f  a d u lt e d u ca tio n  
d e v e lo p m e n t  [5 ].

A fter  th e  F irst W o rld  W ar d e v e lo p m e n t o f  th e  U n ite d  S ta tes is  ch a ra c ter iz ed  b y  
e c o n o m ic  d ev e lo p m en t, b e g in n in g  o f  th e  p rosp erity  ep o ch , w h ic h  co n tin u e d  to  1 9 2 9 . T he  
U S A  b e c a m e  a lea d er  o f  e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t in  th e  W orld . C ou n try  p ro d u ced  th e  sam e  
a m ou n t o f  p rod u ctio n  as oth er co u n tr ies  in  th e  w o r ld . T h e le v e l  o f  u n e m p lo y m e n t w a s  
v ery  lo w  3-5% . In te n s iv e  im m ig ra tio n  w a s  o b serv ed . T h e  n u m b er o f  c it iz e n s  w a s  h ig h er  
than  th e  n u m b er o f  v i l la g e  in h ab itan ts. S u ch  ch a n g es  in  e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t d em an d ed  
ch a n g es  in  ed u ca tio n a l sp here. A t th e  sa m e tim e  d em o c ra cy  in  so c ie ty , in c r e a se  in  so c ia l  
c o n s c ie n c e  b e c a m e  an esse n tia l fea tu re  o f  A m e r ica n  so c ie ty . F or th is  rea so n  adult 
ed u ca tio n  is  v ie w e d  n ot o n ly  as e s se n tia l fa c to r  o f  e c o n o m ic  in c rea se , b ut a lso  as an 
in stru m en t o f  c iv il  so c ie ty  fo rm ation .

A t th is  tim e m an y fou n d ation s and organ ization s, charity fu n ds w ere  organ ized . In 
1911 C arnegie C orporation  w a s estab lish ed , w h ich  at th e b eg in n in g  o f  the X X  century b egan  
activ e  support o f  adult education , v ie w in g  adult ed u cation  as a m ean s o f  k n o w le d g e  g iv in g , 
w h ich  is  ab le to  renovate in  adults p o ss ib ility  to  m ak e im portant life  d ec is io n s.

C o n d u c tin g  research  on  ad u lt ed u ca tio n  o rg a n iza tio n  d irector  o f  th e  C orp oration  
arrived  to  d e c is io n  that th e  term  «a d u lt ed u ca tio n »  is  n o t u se d  in  n a m es o f  o rg a n iza tio n s , 
w h ic h  are e n g a g ed  in  ad u lt ed u ca tio n , e v e ry  o rg a n iza tio n  w o r k s  a lo n e , th ere  are no  
c o n n e c t io n s  b e tw e e n  th em . F o r  th is  rea so n  w o rk  on  o rg a n iza tio n s  u n io n  started, s c ie n tif ic  
research  w a s  o rg a n ized . A s  a resu lt A m er ica n  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  A d u lt E d u ca tio n  w a s  
esta b lish e d  in  1926 .

A m e r ic a n  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  A d u lt  E d u ca tio n  p la y e d  im p o rta n t r o le  in  d e v e lo p m e n t  
o f  in fo rm a l e d u c a tio n  o f  a d u lts  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta tes. It b e c a m e  a ce n ter  o f  u n itin g  
te a ch ers , s c ie n t is ts , and a d u lt s tu d en ts . A n n u a l c o n fe r e n c e s , w h ic h  w e r e  co n d u c te d  b y  
a sso c ia t io n , b e c a m e  s tr a teg ic  d ir e c t io n s  o f  ad u lt e d u c a tio n  d e v e lo p m e n t  in  th e  
X X  cen tu ry . R e su lts  o f  s c ie n t if ic  w o r k  w e r e  p u b lish e d  in  m a g a z in e  « A d u lt  E d u ca tio n » , 
w h ic h  w a s  r e le a se d  b y  a s s o c ia t io n  [6 ]. N u m b er  o f  a d u lts, w h o  s tu d ied  a c c o r d in g  to  
C a r n e g ie  A s s o c ia t io n , w a s  1 4 8 8 1 5 0 0  stu d en ts  in  1 9 2 4 , w h ile  in  1 9 3 4  th is  n u m b er  w a s  
2 2 3 1 1 0 0  stu d en ts.
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M . K artright stated that after th e F irst W orld  W ar adult ed u cation  so lv ed  im portant 
prob lem  -  literacy  o f  so ld iers w h o  cam e h om e. F or th is  reason  m an y sch o o ls  and cou rses  
w ere organ ized . D u e  to  the w ork s o f  A . L indm ann cam e understanding  o f  im portance and 
n ece ss ity  o f  adult ed u cation  as an e lem en t o f  m ak in g  dem ocratic  society . S cien tist, tak ing  in to  
accou n t id ea s o f  pragm atism  and p rogressiv ism , arrived to  co n c lu sio n  that there is  co n n ectio n  
b etw een  ex iste n c e  o f  in form ation  about even ts, w h ich  to o k  p lace  in  so c ie ty  and opportunity  to  
exp ress th ou ghts free ly  and d ev e lo p m en t o f  dem ocracy . It actu a lized  soc ia l a im s o f  inform al 
adult education , e sp ec ia lly  in  30  years o f  the X X  century, w h en  there w a s great dep ression , 
industry decreased  and u n em p lo y m en t increased .

W e  adhere to  th e p o sitio n  that w ork s b y  E. T orndeik  and G. Sorens p layed  im portant 
role in  adult ed u cation  d evelo p m en t, for th ey  d isc lo se d  facts that adults w e re  ab le to  study and  
w ith  age  their p o ss ib ilit ie s  do n ot d ecrease, but adult ed u cation  d iffers from  ch ild ren ’s 
ed u cation  and d em an d s d ifferent approaches and m eth od s o f  teach in g . It g a v e  a p ush  from  
departure from  lectu res to  in teractive tech n iq u es o f  teach in g , search o f  n ew  form s o f  adult 
education . In 1 9 2 4 -1 9 2 6  A m erican  Librarian A sso c ia tio n  creates C o m m iss io n  on  L ibraries 
and A d u lt E ducation . It h elp s to  d ev e lo p  w ork  w ith  d ifferen t groups o f  readers: w orkers, 
students, im m igrants, prom ote d ev e lo p m en t o f  socia l partnership. In 1936  - 1940  term  «adult 
serv ice»  appears w h ich  u n d erlin es n ece ss ity  o f  tak ing  in to  accou n t o f  p sy ch o lo g ica l, 
p ed a g o g ica l and age p ecu liarities o f  adults.

D isc u ss io n  groups, w h ich  w ere  organ ized  in  libraries, ga in  popularity  at that tim e. 
S. E m il states that their to p ica lity  con cern ed  m ain ly  educational p rob lem s in  1929  and at the  
end o f  th e 4 0 th y ea r’s con cern ed  p o litica l p rob lem s.

T he an sw er o f  th e C ou n cil to  e c o n o m ic  cr isis  o f  the 3 0 th w a s op en in g  o f  adult 
ed u cation  program s to  lo w er  th e le v e l o f  u n em p loym en t. P resid en t F. R o o se v e lt  p rop osed  a 
n ew  cou rse o f  p o lit ic s , w h ich  in itia ted  a system  o f  m ean s a im ed  at cr isis  ob literation , in  
particular Federal A d m in istration  o f  C risis S olu tion , w h ich  a head  a departm ent o f  p rob lem s  
in education , there w a s g iv en  h elp  for federal program s in  ed u cation , clearin g  h o u ses  w ere  
op en ed , w h ich  g a v e  in form ation  on  ed u cation  acq u isition .

T aking in to  accou n t p rob lem s o f  m ass u nem p loym en t, cou n cil creates and fin a n ces  
ev en in g  cou rse o f  adult education , w h ich  g a v e  opportunity to  accu stom  to  n ew  eco n o m ic  
realities, u n itin g  w ork  and p ro fession a l training. In 1939  A sso c ia tio n  o f  ev en in g  cou rses w a s  
created  in  N e w  Y ork.

Conclusion. C on d ucted  research sh o w ed  that inform al adult ed u cation  is  
eco n o m ica lly , p o litica lly , so c ia lly  and cu lturally  predeterm ined  p h en om en on . T he m ain  
estab lish m en ts, w h ich  in flu en ced  adult ed u cation  d evelop m en t, w ere  church, c iv il 
assoc ia tio n s, libraries and sc ien tific  circ les. T he m ain  a sso c ia tio n s that in flu en ced  inform al 
adult ed u cation  d ev e lo p m en t w ere  A sso c ia tio n s  o f  doctors, A sso c ia tio n  o f  L ibrarians, 
A sso c ia tio n s  o f  M ech a n ics , N ation a l A sso c ia tio n s  o f  U n iv ersities , and A m erican  A sso c ia tio n  
for A d u lt E ducation . T he co m m o n  feature o f  p eriod ization s, w h ich  w ere  w ork ed  out b y  
sc ien tists , are their soc ia l, h istoric  and e c o n o m ic  criteria. A t th e b eg in n in g  o f  the X IX  century  
inform al adult ed u cation  w a s v ie w e d  m ain ly  as a source o f  dem ocratic  so c ie ty  creation , for it 
tak es in to  accou n t p sy ch o lo g ic a l, p ed a g o g ica l and age p ecu liarities o f  adults. Future research  
w ork  w ill b e  d irected  tow ards an a lysis  o f  in form al adult ed u cation  d ev e lo p m en t in  th e secon d  
h a lf  o f  the X IX  century.
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Abstract. Terenko O. O. Historical Peculiarities o f Development of Informal Adult 
Education in the USA.

Introduction. Informal education in the USA has a long history that determines necessity of its 
historical analysis, for it is difficult to understand modern level of its development and determine its 
future development. Dialectics as a method of cognition, historical principle supply us with 
opportunity to study subject of research taking into account many points of view in its development, 
which is predetermined by external and internal factors, that in turn helps to identify its traits and 
links taking into account peculiarities of a certain stage.

Purpose. The aim of our article is to trace historical peculiarities of informal adult education 
development in the USA. The main assignments of the article are to single out political, economic, 
social factors of informal adult education development in the USA; make comparative analysis of 
periodizations of informal adult education development; characterize informal adult education 
development in the first half of the XIX century.

Results. Retrospective analysis of adult education gives us possibilities to make a conclusion 
that the term adult education appeared in 1924. Before this period many forms of adult education 
existed, but they were not systematized. But their existence coincided with demands of those times and 
needs of society and gave possibilities for adult education development.

Launching of the first printed works, spread of mass media influenced adult education greatly, 
for it stimulated adults to get education. Opening of libraries was a great impulse for adult education 
development. Puritan church plaid important role in adult education development, which was 
interested in literal people, who were able to read Bible, for this reason it stimulated people to get 
education and open church schools.

After the First World War development of the United States is characterized by economic 
development, beginning of the prosperity epoch, which continued to 1929. The USA became a leader 
of economic development in the World. Such changes in economic development demanded changes in 
educational sphere For this reason adult education is viewed not only as essential factor of economic 
increase, but also as an instrument of civil society formation.

Originality. The common feature of periodizations, which were worked out by scientists, is 
their social, historic and economic criteria. At the beginning of the XIX century informal adult 
education was viewed mainly as a source of democratic society creation, for it takes into account 
psychological, pedagogical and age peculiarities of adults.

Conclusion. Conducted research showed that informal adult education is economically, 
politically, socially and culturally predetermined phenomenon. The main establishments, which 
influenced adult education development, were church, civil associations, libraries and scientific 
circles. The main associations that influenced informal adult education development were 
Associations of doctors, Association of Librarians, Associations of Mechanics, National Associations 
of Universities, and American Association for Adult Education.

Key words: adult education; informal adult education; USA; periodization; National 
Association of Universities; the First World War; American Association of Adult Education.
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