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A.S. Makarenko Sumy State Pedagogical University 
TO THE PROBLEM OF EVALUATION OF ADULT EDUCATION QUALITY (BRITAIN CASE STUDY) 
Abstract. Introduction. Facing the challenges of the 

European and world education community, Ukraine aims 
at having the best results in all the education branches, 
putting adult education as one of the priorities of its 
education policy. In this context the issue of the quality 
takes the first place, trigerring us to search for the best 
examples of quality assurance. So the article reveals the 
specific features of adult education providers’ inspections
in Britain where adult education has been the focus of 
government policy for a long period and has proved its 
effectiveness.  

Purpose. The article is aimed at the analysis of the 
government’s policy in terms of quality assurance in adult
education in Britain. 

Methods. The methods applied are: analysis 
(retrospective, comparative) and synthesis, classification 
and systematization of data, generalization, education 
studies, literature analisys. 

Results. The conducted research made it possible to 
find out that quality of education has been the focus of 
attention of the British government since early 19th 
century but as for the adult education the situation 
started to take legislatve forms only in 2000 after the 
“Learning and Skills Act”. That was the reform when a
special Adult Learning Inspectorate was fonded aimed at 
controlling the quality of education services for adult 
learners. Common Inspection Framework was adopted. It 
embraced all the important aspects of adult education 
provision: the effectiveness of leadership and 
management, the quality of teaching, learning and 

assessment, the personal development, behaviour and 
welfare of learners, outcomes for learners. 

At the present moment quality of adult education is 
the function of a newly founded agency – Office for 
Standards in Education, Chindren’s Services and Skills
(Ofsted). It started in 2006 with the adoption of 
“Education and Inspections Act”. It cares for all the
branches of education in England, being responsible for 
inspecting a range of educational establishments, 
including state schools and some independent schools, 
childcare, adoption and fostering agencies, initial teacher 
training, further and adult education. 

Originality. The research reveals the specific 
features of inspecting the quality of adult education in 
Britain. It gives the idea on how to implement the model of 
quality assurance in adult aducation effectively and can 
be applied to Ukrainian system of education. 

Conclusion. The conducted research proves that 
adult education in our country should be controlled, 
monitored and supported by the government. The issue of 
education quality assurance must be one of the priority in 
the governmental policy. 

Keywords: adult education; Adult Learning 
Inspectorate; Office for Standards in Education, 
Children’s Services and Skills; Common Inspection
Framework; life-long education; formal adult education; 
non-formal adult education.  
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