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TO THE PROBLEM OF LEARNING A FOREIGN LANGUAGE FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES  
AS AN IMPORTANT COMPONENT OF PROFESSIONAL TRAINING 

Abstract. Introduction. In modern society education 
plays a significant role. Higher education institutions 
perform important functions in the society of the XXIst 
century. Skills and competences, called the skills of the 
XXIst century, may vary; however, they also have unify-
ing features. They are based on the premise that effective 
teaching or in-depth training implies that learning skills 
and thinking skills of higher level are developed on the 
ground of the acquired academic knowledge. 

Purpose. The study aims at analyzing the 
requirements of employers for specialists’ qualifications, 
identifying a relevant set of skills for students as future 
specialists, singularizing new requirements for teaching a 
foreign language to University students, exploring 
learners' views on foreign language acquisition within a 
University curriculum, determining new approaches to 
teaching a foreign language for specific purposes in mod-
ern society. 

Results. Definite skills and abilities to be acquired 
by future specialists in order to become successful 
professionals are singled out, basing on the analysis of 
scholarly and pedagogical sources, and the standards of 
qualifications for specialists. The study of employers’
requirements for future employees shows that in modern 
society, a foreign language is an important component of 
professional training of specialists; this fact is determined 
by employers and is realized by potential workers. The 
process of foreign language acquisition in higher educa-
tional establishments is professionally oriented; it is 

grounded on the rational interplay of the professional 
content and a foreign language. This implies that the 
training process involves simultaneous acquisition of 
language skills and the major subject matter, in which 
form and sequence of language presentation are stipulat-
ed by its content. 

Conclusions. The analysis of students' opinions on 
the subject “English for Specific Purposes” signifies that 
on the whole, students are interested in studying this 
discipline; having a low level of foreign language prepara-
tion, they need to intensify and improve language skills 
for both general and specific purposes. Having an impetus 
to practice all types of speech activity, the students, nev-
ertheless, prefer oral activities, such as discussions and 
“round tables”, simultaneously, focusing on working with 
periodicals. 

In further studies, it is deemed expedient to deter-
mine the influence of modern approaches to learning 
English for specific purposes on the efficiency of an edu-
cational process and the quality of training future special-
ists. 

Keywords: institutions of higher education; 
qualifications of specialists; professional training; skills 
and competences; foreign language for general purposes; 
English for specific purposes. 
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