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PECULIARITIES OF APPLYING VARIOUS APPROACHES TO THE PROFESSIONAL
JOURNALISTS’ TRAINING AT THE US UNIVERSITIES

Introduction. It is necessary to note that integra-
tion and globalization processes have considerably
affected the training of future journalists, making
new demands on the society. Due to these advanc-
es different approaches to the journalist’s educa-
tional process started to be used by lecturers.
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The purpose of the article is to analyze ap-
proaches introduced in the educational process of
professional journalists’ training.

The methods. To achieve a certain purpose, a
set of research methods have been used: general
scientific including analysis and synthesis have
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been applied for the investigation of legal documen-
tation, instructional programs; induction and de-
duction have been used to highlight the features of
professional journalists’ training in US universities;
due to methods of system-structural and system-
functional analysis the main components of journal-
ism education in the USA have been singled out.
Results. In the course of the research various
approaches applied during the professional training
of journalists in the USA have been characterized.
Main peculiarities of axiological, acmeological, syn-

ergetic, hermeneutic, diagnostic, competency-
based, andragogic, organizational, functional-
systematic, student-oriented, culturological and

interdisciplinary approaches have been identified.
Due to the freedom of the development of the socie-
ty it has been investigated that these approaches
have such similarities: integrated use of learning
tools, methods and technologies; reasonable focus
on forming professional qualities of future journal-
ists.

The scientific originality of the results obtained
is determined by the fact that for the first time thor-
ough analysis of approaches used in the US educa-
tional system for the professional journalists’ train-
ing has been conducted.

Conclusion. On the basis of the conducted re-
search it is outlined that the professional journal-
ists’ training at the US universities is grounded on
theoretical likewise practical approaches. Taking
into consideration developed provisions, the organi-
zation of professional journalists’ training, will con-
tribute to the formation of highly qualified media
specialists abled to compete in the labor market.

Keywords: the USA; university; educational
system; approaches; professional training; journal-
ist.

Formulation of the problem. Dynamic
and rapid challenges of the XXI century, the
development of new technologies, globaliza-
tion processes that take place in the educa-
tional system, increasing competition among
universities, practical knowledge put new
demands on the training of future profes-
sionals in journalism, and necessitate apply-
ing different approaches to learning. There-
fore, it becomes relevant to study mechanism
and peculiarities of approaches applied dur-
ing the professional journalists’ training in
the USA and also specify their impact on the
future career prospects.

Brief overview of recent research and
publications. The topic concerning peculiari-
ties of applying various approaches to the
professional journalists’ training is of great
importance and was analyzed by domestic
and foreign scientists. Significant contribu-
tion to the analysis of introducing acmeologi-
cal, axiological and culturological approaches
to the journalists’ training was done by such
scholars A. Derkach, J. Hartley, A. Kiryako-
va, S. Kuzikova, G. Melekesov, T. Olkhovaya,
A. Presnev.

The issues of competency-based and stu-
dent-oriented approaches are concern of
such modern scientists as M. Awward,
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L. Filatova, R. Millrud, S. Vitvitska,
A. Usacheva and others. Over the past dec-
ades studies related to the main features of
system-functional and interdisciplinary ap-
proaches has been a matter of scientific re-
search of V. Andriashun, K. Altmeppen,
P. Hills, N. Voloshchuk, R. Walken.

The purpose of the article is to analyze
approaches introduced in the educational
process of professional journalists’ training.

Results. In the United States, journalism
is developing rapidly and dynamically and is
constantly influenced by the needs of the
modern labor market. As a result, media
phenomena, trends and challenges are re-
thought, new requirements for professional
training of journalists are put forward, pro-
grams are reviewed and updated, new special
courses are offered, etc. That is why journal-
ists need to improve their professional skills
to meet the demands of employers, present-
ing competitiveness.

Professional training of journalists in the
United States is carried out within colleges
and universities, which need to know the
needs of the modern media market and
should focus on them, creating programs of
specialized courses, but not subject only to
their vision. Journalism faculties must work
together with the media industry to make
demands on education. Thus, if the media
business contributes to the implementation
of these requirements, positive changes will
occur in the formation of the journalist’s per-
sonality in the context of university educa-
tion.

It is important to state that due to modern
challenges, occupying all spheres of Ameri-
can life; a lot of transformations were intro-
duced within the educational system. These
changes, the development of up-to-date
technologies, globalized processes; high level
of competition among universities put new
demands on the professional training of fu-
ture journalists and necessitates the use of
various approaches to learning.

Analyzing the peculiarities of the US high-
er educational system in accordance with the
development of international trends, it has
been found that the training of future jour-
nalists is based on a competency-based ap-
proach aimed at achieving high results.

Initially, in didactics the competency-
based approach is characterized through the
prism of its connection with the reorganiza-
tion of content, the process of achieving goals
and learning outcomes, based on the fact
that "educational result is not only the acqui-
sition of knowledge, skills and key competen-
cies in intellectual, communicative, infor-
mation, social spheres" [1, p. 271].
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In Philadelphia, the Department of Educa-
tion has introduced a "results-based system"
focused on state-of-the-art education; creat-
ing a favorable academic, cultural, profes-
sional and social environment in accordance
with knowledge and intelligence of students
by involving them in mobility activities [2].
Thus, it is concluded that the formation of
general and professional competencies of
journalist students is the part of the educa-
tional outcomes, determined by the stand-
ards of professional education, and have a
positive impact on the training of future pro-
fessionals.

Taking into consideration the structural
elements of professional competence of the
journalist specialist, Zymnyaya identifies the
following components: motivational aspect
(readiness to demonstrate competence); cog-
nitive (knowledge of competence content);
behavioral (manifestation of competence in
various standard and non-standard situa-
tions); semantic value (attitude to the content
of competence and the object of its applica-
tion); emotional and volitional regulation of
the process and the result of the process of
manifesting competence. The scientist con-
siders competence as an organization of sub-
ject-specific knowledge that contributes to
effective decision-making during professional
activities. The researcher assures that
knowledge must meet the following require-
ments: diversity (knowledge from different
subject fields); structure; efficiency and ac-
cessibility; flexibility [3, p. 25-26].

According to Millrud, "competence" is con-
sidered as a potential opportunity for a fu-
ture specialist to get a job in the labor mar-
ket. The scientist identifies the following key
competencies of the future specialist: litera-
cy, computer experience (information tech-
nology skills), mastery of problem-solving
skills, flexibility and adaptation to the inno-
vation environment [4, p. 33].

Analyzing the features of the competency-
based approach, Filatova considers the con-
cept of "competence" as the ability to mobilize
knowledge, skills, experience and behavior in
specific situations; a combination of intelli-
gence and skills [5].

Researching the professional training of
future journalists in the USA, scholars con-
sider the features of the student-oriented
approach as the unity of individual psycho-
logical characteristics through the content
and forms of learning aimed at self-
organization, self-realization and self-control
[6, p. 128]. It should be noted that the flexi-
bility of instructional programs, the choice of
educational trajectory are implemented in
accordance with the preferences and inter-
ests of future journalists at the US universi-
ties.
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According to Nichkalo special emphasis
should be placed on the value of the provi-
sions related to the student-oriented para-
digm of modern education in the process of
professional training. Such an approach will
contribute to the spiritual development of the
future specialist’s personality, the formation
of national consciousness, patriotism, a
sense of professional honor and dignity, the
ability to work in a production team. It is
necessary to point out that student-oriented
learning is the education organization pro-
cess based on the comprehensive considera-
tion of individual needs and capabilities of
the student, deep respect for his personality,
attitude to him as a conscious and responsi-
ble subject of educational interaction with
teachers and peers. The purpose of this type
of learning is to create conditions (content,
methods, and environment) for individual
self-realization of the student, self-
development of his personal qualities [7, p.
92].

It is significant to highlight that interdis-
ciplinary approach plays the crucial role in
the process of professional journalists’ train-
ing. In the context of an interdisciplinary
approach, types of instructional training pro-
grams for journalists at the US universities
have been analyzed. The major program
combines two disciplines from different fields.
For example, the Computer Science and
Journalism program at Northeastern Univer-
sity, College of Art, Media, and Design is
based on learning the principles and respon-
sibilities of a journalist, as well as under-
standing systems and technologies that sup-
port digital media.

Medill School of Journalism, Media, Inte-
grated Marketing Communications at North-
western University offers a dual specializa-
tion program, according to which students
can study journalism and political science at
the same time; journalism and international
relations; journalism and social sciences;
journalism and ethnography; journalism and
foreign languages.

It is proved that interdisciplinary ap-
proach is based on integration methods, the-
ories, knowledge of various disciplines used
to implement innovative solutions in un-
known problem situations [8]. Other scholars
define interdisciplinary learning as an oppor-
tunity to gain knowledge about social, eco-
nomic, political and cultural aspects of life in
different countries. The interdisciplinary
learning of future specialists in journalism
stimulates the development of critical think-
ing, promotes new knowledge and teaches
students to be open to different points of
view [9].
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Andriyashin considers interdisciplinary in-
tegration as a purposeful strengthening of
interdisciplinary ties while preserving the
theoretical and practical integrity of academic
disciplines; systematization of knowledge and
skills acquired by students from different
disciplines [10]. It should be noted that the
information learned during the study of dis-
ciplines should not be repeated, but only
contribute to the motivation of students’
learning activities, updating knowledge, skills
and abilities.

Having studied the instructional training
programs for future journalists at the US
universities, the feasibility of interaction be-
tween journalism and political science has
been considered. Would-be journalists study-
ing this discipline will gain knowledge not
only about the features and consequences of
propaganda, but also about the political sys-
tem of the United States and around the
world; negative and positive impact of policy
on the government functioning. As a result,
journalist students, having got knowledge in
the theory and practice of mass communica-
tion and political science will be able to offer
a wide range of solutions to problems at the
international level. Students who help organ-
izations maintain relationships with foreign
clients and partners gain theoretical
knowledge about the norms, traditions and
rituals of different countries, as well as the
impact of social issues on the media.

Thus, future journalists can become more
competent analysts by investigating world
events, understanding the sociology of media
organizations, as well as the mechanism of
writing news. However, knowledge of meth-
ods how to write news creatively and insight-
fully is not enough, that is why journalist
students must focus on the analysis of social
and organizational issues.

The study of anthropology provides stu-
dents with knowledge of how tribal societies
shape thought; reasons for respect and con-
tempt for different cultures, and offers prac-
tical advice on creating communication com-
panies in profitable and non-profitable sec-
tors with a global understanding of the man’s
essence.

The study of information technology is an
important resource for journalist students,
helps to master the latest technologies and
use them in creating news, showing competi-
tiveness in the labor market [11, p. 110-113].

Interaction problems of journalism with
natural sciences, in particular geography, are
of great interest to scientists. It is proved that
the media is considered to be an act of com-
munication that encompasses the processes
by which information and facts from different
geographical areas are collected. That is why
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journalism must be integrated with geogra-
phy at the contextual and methodological
levels.

The scientist Thorne examines the connec-
tion between journalism and geography, jus-
tifying the creation of media and geographical
science. According to Thorne, visual literacy
is a necessary skill for future journalists,
which is based on the creation and destruc-
tion of images of a particular geographical
area. The creation and interpretation of visu-
al images is important for future profession-
als in the field of journalism, as well as geog-
raphers, which makes these sciences unique
and interconnected [12, p. 787-790].

Summarizing the above information, it is
said, that journalism has a high potential for
interaction with both the humanitarian and
political sciences. Interdisciplinary connec-
tions in the system of professional journal-
ists’ training are realized through integrated
instructional programs.

In the context of organizational and func-
tional-systematic approaches, which focus on
the formation of social responsibility of high-
er education, professional training of journal-
ists should promote the development of trust,
honesty, truthfulness and intercultural
communication; the ability to properly fulfill
the social responsibilities of the media, de-
fending the rights of their country [13, p. 56].

The culturological approach emphasizes
that understanding cultural norms and cul-
ture in general is an important component of
training journalists. This approach is imple-
mented through the formation of professional
competencies: future journalists learn how to
explore textual relationships between pro-
ducers (media and government organizations)
and recipients (audience); encrypt and deci-
pher historically important events in the cul-
tural life of the country. It is noted that cul-
ture is one of the means of communication
through which journalists can express their
opinions. In turn, journalism is part of every-
day culture, and as an industry it plays an
important role in creating the meaning of the
word; revealing hidden meanings, as well as
the formation of thought, reflecting the cul-
tural aspect of the country [14].

It is important to outline that the desire
for global leadership have led to the emer-
gence of the concept of "American interna-
tionalism", which focuses on human values
and humanistic principles, provides freedom,
favorable economic opportunities, cultural
rights, human dignity and well-being . At the
beginning of the XXI century, special atten-
tion is paid to the role of the university in the
knowledge society. New technologies, globali-
zation of the education market and increas-
ing competition among universities, trans-
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formation of employment, priority and practi-
cal orientation of knowledge form the basis
for implementing the leadership of faculty
[15, p. 39].

In the context of comparative pedagogical
research, axiological approach is thought to
be one of the leading approaches to peda-
gogy, aimed at the humanistic development
of the individual, revealing values as essen-
tial characteristics of the individual. Accord-
ing to this approach, each participant in the
educational process is an active, value-
motivated subject of the activity [16, p. 162].
The use of the axiological approach made it
possible to analyze the content of profession-
al training programs for journalists at the US
universities in order to form common and
professional values.

Axiological focuses on the development of
personal, moral and cultural qualities of fu-
ture journalists. This approach in the train-
ing of journalism specialists is implemented
through the formation of student personality
values, which include academic freedom and
mobility, solidarity, critical thinking, and
based on self-determination, self-expression,
professional mobility; values of civil society,
namely freedom, openness, social justice,
responsibility, tolerance, ethical norms [17,
p- 24].

Civic education in the United States is
viewed as a strategic direction of axiological
approach and educational development that
requires reorganization of the content of in-
structional programs, promoting the for-
mation of political culture, interethnic rela-
tions, awareness of moral values, under-
standing of freedom and motivation to work.
Civic education is based on multiculturalism,
which aims to prepare citizens for life in a
multinational environment.

Scholars substantiate the expediency of
civic education in the process of professional
training of future journalists, which is due to
the basic principles of the media industry.
The main direction of civic education of jour-
nalists at the US universities is the develop-
ment of a culture of interethnic relations,
based on the ability to tolerantly communi-
cate with different ethnic cultures and show
respect for them [18].

The development of the following moral
values plays a ccrucial role in the civic edu-
cation of journalist students: justice, hones-
ty, trust, respect and responsibility. The ba-
sis of education is the formation of moral
consciousness, behavior; beliefs and feelings,
etc. According to Darendorf "the main task of
civic education of future journalists is to en-
sure an understanding of freedom in all its
manifestations, as well as the opportunity to
be free from social roles" [19, p. 62].
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Preparing future journalists for continu-
ous professional activity is impossible with-
out the formation of personal and profession-
al values, which are the basis of the content
of professional education and contribute to
personal self-development.

According to Garanina the set of personal
and professional values determines the pro-
cess of personal self-development, influenc-
ing its dynamism, and is the central mecha-
nism at all stages of personal and profes-
sional development [20].

Summarizing the above information, it is
outlined that the use of axiological approach
in the training of future journalists will con-
tribute to the formation of values and conti-
nuity of professional self-development, their
awareness of their self-worth in today's in-
formation society, understanding how to
build a professional career, achieve goals.

In the context of studying the theoretical
foundations of professional journalists’ train-
ing at the US universities, acmeology consid-
ers the possibility of students to achieve the
peaks of creative and personal development,
the ability to self-improvement, etc. Accord-
ing to Kuzikova, acmeology aims to identify
hidden, unrealized opportunities, taking into
account the ratio of potential and actual per-
sonality development [21].

Researching the professional training of
future journalists from the perspective of the
acmeological approach it is essential to con-
sider the self-development of students as a
tendency to self-revealing of creative poten-
tial; conscious process of self-improvement
for the purpose of effective self-realization,
taking into consideration external and inter-
nal influences of society; spiritual-moral and
practical self-enrichment. Taking into ac-
count the above information, it is worth em-
phasizing the opinion that self-development
is a purposeful process of "deployment" of
existing but "folded" abilities, skills, qualities
or "origin" and formation of properties and
qualities have not existed before.

As it is noted, the modern information so-
ciety and market economy conditions in the
United States make new demands on profes-
sionals. It is important to emphasize that
computers and information technology are
designed and improved to help people think,
work and learn effectively. They not only ex-
pand professional opportunities, but also
require deepening of knowledge, improve-
ment of experience in the process of continu-
ous professional development [22, p. 29].

In particular, the profession of a journalist
has been significantly influenced due to the
need to master the latest media technologies.
Thus, the need to use the andragogic ap-
proach is actualized. Lukyanova argues that
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the education that students receive in higher
education institutions cannot fully meet the
needs of the individual and the labor market
that is why the urgent problem is to find an
updating content. One of the best ways to
solve this problem is to introduce continuous
adult learning that is thought to be an inte-
grative element of personal life, a condition
for the constant development of individual
experience in the process of socialization
[23].

The synergetic approach in the context of
professional journalists’ training in the US
university education system is implemented
through the use of a wide range of different
learning technologies: project method,
"brainstorming", discussion, research, busi-
ness etc. Synergetic approach is an interdis-
ciplinary approach in education, based on
nonlinearity (development in different direc-
tions), openness (taking into account external
changes and new challenges of time) and
coherence (coherence of development direc-
tions to mutually reinforce them), a new
methodology that provides personality free-
dom in the learning process [24, p. 10].

The hermeneutic approach to professional
training in journalism is associated with the
development of intellectual abilities that help
to understand, interpret speech signs, as well
as correctly express their thoughts orally or
in writing [25].

The diagnostic approach in the learning
process helps journalists to navigate the flow
of information; work with its different types;
find and select the necessary material; criti-
cally analyze, classify and generalize it [26].

Conclusions. To conclude, it is necessary
to emphasize that professional training of
journalists is realized in the conditions of
university education of the USA, taking into
account tendencies of the international edu-
cational space, in particular globalization,
internationalization and transnationalization.

It was found that the professional journal-
ists’ training in higher education institutions
of the USA is based on student-oriented,
hermeneutic, andragogic, diagnostic, acmeo-
logical, axiological, culturological, competen-
cy-based and synergetic approaches.

Prospects for further scientific re-
search. Wide spectrum of approaches in the
US higher establishments is found to be use-
ful in the process of introducing them into
the educational process of Ukrainian univer-
sities.
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MAPIIXIB XpucTHHa PomaHiBHa,
KaHIUAATKa [IeJaroriyHux HayK, JOLEHTKa KadeapH iHO3eMHHUX MOB,
HarmionaarHUH yHiBEpCUTET «/ABBiBChKa ITOAITEXHIiKay
OCOBAHBOCTI 3ACTOCYBAHHS PIBHHUX MIAXOOIB A0 IMPOPECIHHOL nIAroTOBKH
XKXYPHAAICTIB B YHBEPCHTETAX CIIIA

Anomauina. I[IpoaHanizosaHo ocobausocmi popmy-
8aHHSL NPOGeECIliHO20 PO38UMKY MAUOYMHIX KYPHANICMIE
8 ymosax 2n0banizayiliHux ma iHmezpayiliHux npouecax.
[losedeHo, wo npogpeciliHa nidzomoska KYypHauicmis e
CKNIAOHUM NPOYUECcOM Ma 8UMARAE 3ACMOCYBAHHS PIBHUX
nioxoois.

BuokpemneHo makxi nioxoou Yy npouyeci npogeciiiHol
nidzomoskKu paxieyis i3 HKYPHALICMUKU: KOMNEmeHmMHIc-
HUll, MUKOUCYUNNIHAPHUU, KYNbMYpPOSoiUHULl, AKCioN102i-
YHUl,  OpeaHiBauiliHull,  PYHKYIOHANTLHO-CUCMEMHULL,
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aKmeonoeiMHUll, 0CcoOUCMICHO-OpieHMo8aHul, OiazHocmu-
UHUll, CuHepzemuuHUll, 2epmMeHe8MUUHUL, AHOPAazo2TUHUTL.
Oxaparxmepu3o8aHo 0cobausocmi 3aCmMocys8aHHs Nio-
X00i8 00 npogpeciliHoi nid2omosKU JKYpHaAicmis 8 yHieep-
cumemax CIIIA. BcmaHo8/1eHO, Ul0 aKcioNo2iuHUll nioxio e
00HUM 3 NposiOHUX ni0xo0is, SKULL 3acmocosyemsest Y
npoyeci nidzomosku Mmaillbymuix media gaxisuis ma
CnpsSiMo8aHull Ha hopMy8aHHs NPogheciliHux yiHHocmeul.
[locnioskeHo, ulo Yy 8i0N08IOHOCMI 3 PO3BUMKOM MIXK-
HAapoOHUX MmeHOeHUill 8uwoi ocgimu npogeciiina nidzomo-
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eKka MaUbYymHIX JKYpHanicmie 30iCHIOEMbCS HA OCHO8L
KOMNemeHMHICHO20 nioxody. 3asHaueHo, uio npogpecitiHa
niozomoska media ¢axisuie 6azyemovcsi HA 3ACMOCY8AHHI
0CcOOUCMICHO-OPIEHMOBAH020 NiOX00Y, SAKUU CNPSMO8AHUL
HA COMOOP2AaHI3AUII0, CAMOPEani3ayilo ma CamMoOKOHMPOab
ocobucmocmi. O6TPYHMOBAHO, WO 8 YMOBAX CYUACHO20
po3sumKy cycninbcmea uinbHe Micue Yy npoueci npogpe-
CiliHOi nideomoskKu 3alimae MIKOUCYUNIHAPHUT NiOxi0, 8
OCHOBI 51K020 € BUBUEHHSL JKYPHANICMUKU Y NOEOHAHHI 3
THWUMU NPEOMEMHUMU 2ANY3IMU.

[logedeHo, wWo KYAbmyposo2idHUll nioxio cnpsmosa-
HUll HA PO3YMIHHSL KYAbMYPHUX HOPM mMa KYAiemypu y
UioMy, Wo € 8arxNUBOI CKIAO080I0 HABUAHHS JKYPHAI-
cmig. IIpoaHanizo8aHo, UL0 AKMeON0UHUT nioxi0 30cepe-
dokyemucst Ha POPMYBAHHI MAKUX YIHHOCcMeU MallbymHix
gaxisyie 3 KypHanicmuku, a came cgoboou cnoea, Cosi-
dapHocmi, MOOLTbHOCMI MA KPUMUUHO20 MUCAEHHS. Y
KOHmMeKcmi  OpeaHi3ayiliHozo ma  (PYHKYIOHANLHO-
cucmemHo20 nioxoois, sKi 30cepedrkyromuvesi Ha popmy-
8aHHI coyianbHol eidnogidanivHocmi 3006yeaua euuol
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oceimu, 00cniOXeHo, U0 npogeciliHa nidzomoska Mmailby-
MHIX JKYPHANICMI8 NOBUHHA (POKYCY8AMUCS. HA po38uUm-
K08l uecHocmi, npagousocmi, 008IpPU, A MAKOIK GMIHHIO
suKoHy8amu ceoi 0608’a3Ku 32i0HO0 3 HOPMAMU MA NPASU-
aamu 3ML

BusieneHo ocobaiugocmi cuHepeemuuHoz0, 0iazHoCmuu-
HO020, QHOpPQR202IUHO20 MA 2epPMEHe8MUUH020 Nni0Xooie.
3’sicoearo, wo yci nidxoou, sKi 3acmocosyromsest 00 Npo-
gheciliHol nid2omosKuU SKYPHALICMI8, pPO321510A0MbCsl SUK
83AEMO3ANEHKHUMU MA 83AEMOO0NOBHIOIOUUMU CKAAOO-
sumu npogpecitiHoi disibHocmi matlbymuix media gaxie-
uie.

Knrouoei cnoea: CIIIA; yHisepcumem; ocg8imHsi cuc-
mema; nidxoou; npogeciliHa nid2omosKa, HYpPHaLicm.
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