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COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF SYSTEMS OF HIGHER EDUCATION MANAGEMENT
IN DENMARK AND SWEDEN

Introduction: During the period of global pro-
cesses taking place in the world, the higher educa-
tion system is also subject to changes. This process
occurs differently in different countries, which leads
to many problems. In our article, we tried to dwell
in detail on the similarities and differences between
the higher education systems of Denmark and
Sweden, as well as note their positive and negative
aspects, which will make it possible to use them in
establishing higher education and resolving some
educational problems in countries around the
world.

Purpose. The purpose of this study is to study
the management of higher education systems in
Denmark and Sweden and conduct a comparative
analysis of them, identifying their characteristic
features.

Methods. To conduct a comparative analysis in
this study, a number of methods were used, which
include methods of description, comparison, com-
parison and analysis.

Results. The main results of a comparative
analysis of the management of higher education
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systems in Denmark and Sweden include identify-
ing their similarities and differences, as well as
showing their positive and negative aspects.

Originality. The scientific novelty of the results
of this study lies in the comparative analysis of the
management of higher education systems in Den-
mark and Sweden, studying the features and pre-
senting their similarities and differences in the form
of tables.

Conclusion. As a result of a comparative analy-
sis of the management of the higher education sys-
tems of Denmark and Sweden, we came to the
conclusion that the management of the higher edu-
cation systems of Denmark and Sweden is carried
out by state and intra-university management bod-
ies. Financing of higher education in both countries
is carried out mainly by the state budget with the
use of some extra-budgetary funds. However, there
are also distinctive features, which include the
higher education assessment system, namely, uni-
versities in Denmark have adopted a 13-point as-
sessment system, and in Sweden — a 3-point as-
sessment system. The Danish higher education
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system is accompanied by the most pronounced
combination of innovative learning with traditional
learning, improving the quality of education with
the active participation of practice. In Sweden, uni-
versities have equal status, and there is active
cooperation between the Government and universi-
ties.

Keywords: higher education; reform; manage-
ment; financing; Bologna process; credit system;
university; assessment; comparative analysis.

Introduction. This article conducts a
comparative analysis of higher education
management systems in Denmark and Swe-
den, elucidating their respective structures
and highlighting key attributes. By examin-
ing these systems, we aim to identify areas
for improvement that can enhance the quali-
ty of higher education in other nations.

The main statement. Denmark's Higher
Education Management System. Denmark
boasts a robust higher education system
characterized by a fusion of traditional and
innovative elements. Notably, international
academic standards are upheld, allowing
students to become highly qualified Europe-
an-style specialists with global employability.

Danish universities actively engage with
enterprises, research institutes, and indus-
tries, enriching education with practical ex-
periences. They also collaborate with local

Importantly, higher education in Denmark is
free for Danish and European students, alt-
hough international students pay varying
fees depending on their chosen university
and specialty (from 6 up to 16 thousand euro
per year) [1].

Denmark's engagement in the Bologna
Process since 1999 has driven reforms in
management, financing, content, and struc-
ture of higher education [2]. Three Ministries
of Denmark - the Ministry of high Education
and Science, the Ministry of Culture and the
Ministry of Military are responsible for 3 edu-
cation levels such as: high education of short
cycle, middle cycle and long cycle [3].

The government plays a significant role,
with three ministries overseeing different
levels of education. These three Ministries are
responsible for the vast majority of students
of different qualifications. Internal university
management bodies include the Council,
rector, manager, faculty, and department
heads, working collaboratively to advance the
institution's goals [4].

Universities in Denmark offer a diverse
range of programs, and admission require-
ments include a high school completion cer-
tificate for Danish students and language
proficiency certificates for foreigners. Univer-
sities in Denmark are state as the govern-

and international programs, incorporating ment is responsible for their funding
mandatory internships into the curriculum. (table 1).
Table 1
Comparative analysis
of the management and financing of higher education systems
in Denmark and Sweden
Denmark Sweden
External governing bodies (public administration)
Central governance: Central governance:
Danish Ministry of Higher Educa- Ministry of Education and
tion and Research of Denmark Research of Sweden
Ministry of Culture of Denmark
Ministry of Defense of Denmark
Local government: university. Local government: university.
Internal governing bodies (intra-university management)
University Council University Council
Rector Rector
Scientific Research Council Scientific Research Council
Students' Union Students' Union
Deans of faculties or directors of Deans of faculties or directors of
Centers Centers
Heads of departments. Heads of departments.
Funding
The state budget The state budget
Extra-budgetary funds (funds, | Extra-budgetary funds (private
grants, educational programs, | payments, universities’ own
etc.). funds, grants, etc.).

For foreigners, studying Danish language
and society culture in Denmark there are

special grants and scholarship programs
which are very helpful for integration. Those
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students working personally cooperate in
groups discussing, analyzing and criticizing
different important educational problematic
issues [5, p. 2].

In Denmark there are 3 types of high edu-
cational organizations such as colleges and
universities — highly specialized and universi-
ties with different faculties. In high educa-

tional academies are studied different kinds
of Dbusiness management, informational
technologies etc and colleges suggest differ-
ent kind of business programs, educational,
engineering art and etc. Universities provide
high level international education and scien-
tific researches [6, c. 3-4] (table 2).

Table 2

Comparative analysis of the structure
of higher and postgraduate education systems in Denmark and Sweden

Denmark Sweden
Academy of Higher . . 3 years (bachelor's
Education College University degree)
2 years (professional | 3-4 years 3-4 years 1-2 years (mas-

bachelor's degree). (bachelor's | (bachelor's degree) | ter's degree)

degree). 2-3 years (Master | 4 years
degree) (Doctorate degree)
3 years (PhD in
Philosophy).

For the entering Danish Universities Dan-
ish citizens need to show high school gradua-
tion certificate. But foreigners have to show

Danish, English or German language certifi-
cate, which they can study for free (table 3).

Table 3

Comparative analysis
of admission to universities in Denmark and Sweden

Denmark

Sweden

Certificate of complete sec-
ondary education and com-
petitive selection based on the
data obtained.

Foreign applicants provide a

Danish, English or German.

certificate of knowledge of

Certificate of complete sec-
ondary education and com-
petitive selection based on
the data obtained.

Foreign applicants must also
provide a certificate of
knowledge of Swedish. or
English language.

Universities use both written and oral ex-
aminations, employing a 13-point assess-
ment system [7, p. 149] (table 4) Danish uni-
versities employ a sophisticated credit system
in comparison with the non-university sec-

tors [8, c. 87]. The academic year consists of
two semesters: the first is in Au-
gust/September and the second is in Janu-
ary/February [3].

Table 4

Comparative analysis
of the higher education grading systems
of Denmark and Sweden

Denmark

Sweden

13-point grading system:
13-10 — excellent

9-7 — good

6 — satisfactory

5-0 is bad.

3-point grading system.:
3 — test with honors

2 — test

1 — failure.

The education process in Denmark in-
cludes lections, seminars, emphasizing prac-
tical and laboratory classes to enhance stu-
dents' research skills. The practical work of
students is characterized with the use of new
active researches, that increases the educa-
tional level criteria.

Dew to received knowledge and having
them practiced, Danish graduated students
become highly qualified specialists in local
spheres of a country.

Sweden's Higher Education Management
System:

136



BicHuk YepkacpKoro HalliOHaABHOTIO yHiBepcuTeTy iMeHi Bormana XmMeABHHUIIBKOTO

Sweden also boasts a high-quality higher
education system with global recognition.
Similar to Denmark, Swedish-educated stu-
dents enjoy excellent employment prospects
worldwide. Sweden adopted the Bologna sys-
tem in 2007, which prompted significant re-
forms in management, financing, and struc-
ture [9].

The Swedish government actively oversees
higher education development, legislative
documents, and budget allocation through
the Riksdag (Parliament) and the Govern-
ment. Two key regulatory documents, the
Higher Education Act and the Higher Educa-
tion Institutions Ordinance, guide the higher
education system. The Ministry of Education
and Research maintains the quality of educa-
tion and conducts state examinations, while
councils under the Ministry drive program
creation and reforms [10].

The Swedish Ministry of Education and
Research holds responsibility for overseeing
the standards and quality of education with-
in universities, in addition to conducting
state examinations. Moreover, the Ministry
has the authority to grant universities the
authorization to confer diplomas in specific
fields, contingent upon their adherence to
stipulated criteria [11].

The development of educational programs
and the implementation of various reforms
are orchestrated by committees operating
under the purview of the Ministry. These
committees include the Swedish Council of
Higher Education, the Swedish Council of
Scientific Research, and the National Student
Aid Council [12].

Within the university, essential adminis-
trative bodies comprise the University Coun-
cil, the rector, the Scientific Research Coun-
cil, faculty deans, and department heads.
The effectiveness of higher education quality
and institutional autonomy hinges on the
fruitful collaboration among these manage-
ment bodies.

The primary funding source for the major-
ity of higher education in Sweden is the State
budget, supplemented by contributions from
universities' internal resources and private
individuals (table 1). The government offers
grants, scholarships, and loans to students,
subject to stringent academic excellence and
eligibility requirements.

In Sweden, the higher education land-
scape encompasses three distinct categories
of institutions: universities, university colleg-
es, and non-university higher education es-
tablishments. A significant shift occurred in
2011 when foreign students transitioned to a

137

fee-based education model within Swedish
universities. Up until that point, both foreign
students and Swedish citizens enjoyed tui-
tion-free education [10].

Admission to Swedish universities takes
place biannually. Swedish citizens can secure
admission by simply presenting their high
school completion certificate with excellent
grades, without the need for entrance exami-
nations.

However, for foreign applicants, the ad-
mission criteria vary slightly. In addition to
the required documentation, they must also
furnish evidence of proficiency in either Swe-
dish or English [13] (table 3).

In Sweden, the credit system is extensively
employed in all universities in line with the
principles of the Bologna process. This sys-
tem facilitates the application of acquired
knowledge and skills when students enter or
transfer between universities and also allows
for exemptions from certain coursework re-
quirements [8, p. 94]

The academic year at Swedish universities
typically commences at the end of August
and extends until the beginning of June.
Grading in Swedish universities is based on a
three-point scale [14] (table 4). The educa-
tional structure in Sweden aligns with Euro-
pean standards, encompassing three distinct
levels: bachelor's, master's, and doctoral pro-
grams (table 2).

Educational processes at Swedish univer-
sities encompass a variety of formats, such
as lectures, seminars, practical sessions, and
laboratory classes. A predominant emphasis
is placed on fostering students' independent
work, which involves mastering educational
materials, engaging with scientific literature,
and presenting diverse projects.

Importantly, this emphasis on independ-
ent work does not diminish students' active
participation in lectures and seminars. To-
wards the conclusion of their courses, stu-
dents undergo examinations, which can take
the form of written or oral tests, as well as
presentations involving group work or the
defense of individual projects.

In brief, the Swedish higher education
system is distinguished by its accessible and
primarily tuition-free education for all, a sig-
nificant reliance on government funding, an
equitable distribution of authority among
universities within the nation, increased gov-
ernmental attention to university operations
and their relationships, among other notable
characteristics.

For a comprehensive overview of the com-
parative management of higher education
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systems in Denmark and Sweden, please
consult the detailed information presented in
Tables 1, 2, 3, and 4 below, which illuminate
both commonalities and distinctions between
the two systems.

Conclusion: Denmark and Sweden each

offer unique higher education management
systems with distinct strengths. Denmark's
blend of traditional and modern practices,
coupled with free education for locals and

Europeans,

fosters academic excellence.

Meanwhile, Sweden's robust system provides
accessible education, government funding,
and a strong emphasis on student autonomy.
By comparing these systems, policymakers
and educators worldwide can gain insights to
enhance their own higher education models.
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ABETICSIH Mepi BaGkeHoBHa
KaHAUAaTKa IIeIarorivyHuX HayK, JOLIEHTKA KaTeApH Nefaroriku lleHTpy nenaroriku i po3BUTKY OCBiTH,
€peBaHCHKUH ep:KaBHUI YHIBepCUTET

TIIOPIBHSIABHHM AHAAI3 YIIPABAIHHSI CHCTEMAMHM BHIIIOi OCBITH
IOAHII I IIIBEIIIT

Anomauin. [Ipobnema. Y nepiod enobanbHux npoueciae
Yy ceimi, amiHam niddaembesi Ui cucmema 8uwol oceimu.
Lleii npouec sidbysaemubest Y pisHUX KpAiHAX NO-PIBHOMY,
wWo npuszgooums 00 BUHUKHeHHsi bazambox npobrem. Y
cmammi mu cnpobysanu 0OKAAOHO 3YNUHUMUCS. HA Nooi-
6Hocmi ma 8ioMiHHocmi cucmem suwioi oceimu [arii ma
IIseuii, a maxosx 8idsHauumMu ix NO3UMUEHI ma He2amue-
Hi CMOPOHU, WO 0aCmb MOXKAUBICMb 8uKopucmosysamu
0oceid yux KpaiH 8 po3bydosi cucmemu suwoi oceimu ma
8UPIULEHHSL 0estkuX 0C8IMHIX npobem.

Mema darozo 0ocniOsKeHHst noasieae Yy 8UBUEHHI Nioxo-
0ig 8 YynpaeniHHi cucmemamu suwoi oceimu /Jlanii ma
Illgeyii ma NOpPIBHANLHOMY QHAMI3L ONsL BUSIBNEHHS iX
xapaKkmepHux ocobaugocmeti.

Memoou docnidxeHHs. [ns npogedeHHs. NOPIBHSAbHO-
20 aHanizy 6 OdaHomy OOCNIOIHEeHHI 6Ysl0 3acmoco8aHO
HU3KY Memo0i8, 00 SKUX HANeIamb Memoou Onucy, nopi-
8HSIHHSL, 3ICMABEHHSI MA BUOKDEeMAEeHHSL.

OcHogHi pe3ysnbmamu 00CNiOMeHHS. /[0 OCHOBHUX pe-
3Ysibmamie NOpIBHSLIbHO20 AHANIZY YNPABAIHHSL cucme-
mamu suwoi oceimu [anii ma Illseyii HaneXxumos euss-
JNleHHsL X nodibHocmelli ma 8i0MiHHOCMel, a MaKoX Onuc
NO3UMUBHUX MA HEe2amu8HUX CMOPIH.

Haykosa HosusHa pe3ysabmamis npogeoeHoz0 O00CJ-
O)KeHHsl NOoNsieae Y NOPIBHSANbHOMY AHANIZL YNPABAIHHS
cucmemamu suwioi oceimu [arii ma Illeeuyii 3 sugUeHHAM
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ocobugocmeil. ma mabauuHozo nodaHHs ix nodibHocmetli
ma gioMiHHOCmeE.

BucHosku. Y pesynsmami npogedeHoz0 NOpI8HSLIbHOZ0
AHaNi3Y YNpaesiHHs cucmemamu euwoi oceimu JaHii ma
IlTeeyii mu OiliU BUCHOBKY, WO YNPABAIHHSL cucmema-
Mmu suwgoi oceimu [anii ma Illgeyii 30ilicHroembest opea-
HamMu 0eprKagH020 ma 8HYMpIUHbO8Y3I8CLK020 YNPABIH-
Hs. DiHaHcyeaHHs suwol oceimu 8 0b60x KpaiHax npoeo-
oumocst Nepesa’rKHo 0epIKasHUM O100HKemom 3 8UKOPUC-
MaHHAM Oesikux nosabroorkemHux kouimis. I[Ipome icHy-
tomo i 8IOMIHHI pucu, 00 SIKUX HONEHKUMb CUCMeMa OUi-
HIOBAHHSL HABUANbHUX OOCsigHeHb 30obysauie ocsimu, a
came: y suwax [anii nputinamo 13-mu banvHy, a e Illse-
yil — 3-6banvHy cucmemy ouiHogaHHs. Cucmema euwioi
oceimu [aHii cynposoorkyemuvcsi HAUOLIbUL SUPAIEHUM
NOEOHAHHAM THHOBAUILHO20 HABUAHHSL 13 MPAOUYUIUHUM 3
Ni0BUWEHHSAM SIKOCMI 0C8IMU 3 AKMUBHUM 30NYUEHHSIM
cmyodeHnmis 0o npaxmuxu. Y Illeeuii 3axnadu euuioi ocsi-
mu Mmaroms PIBHOUIHHUU cmamyc, a MakKoXx Mmae Micye
aKmueHa cnienpaust MK Ypsioom ma suulamu.

Knrouoei cnoea: suuia ocgima; peopmysaHHs, Ke-
pysarHs, ¢inaHcyeaHHs;, BonoHcbkuill npouec; kpeoumHa
cucmema; YHigepcumem; OUIHIOBAHHS, NOPIBHSALHUNL
aHani3.

Ooepokaro pedaruyiero 11.08.2023
Ipuiinamo do nybnirauyii 24.08.2023





